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Vision

Mission

To make Legal Education the preferred course of 
learning for the discerning intellect.

Ÿ To expose all students to as many facets of human 
endeavor as possible, building in them a sense of moral, 
ethical and social responsibility in the discharge of their

    duty in the profession of their choice.

Ÿ To inculcate in students the universal nature of law and
the need to understand its application for the well 
being of human kind.
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Message

Dr. M. R. Jayaram
Hon'ble Chairman
Gokula Education Foundation
(Founders of Ramaiah Educational 
Institutions)

At the outset I would like to congratulate Ramaiah 
College of Law as I am indeed happy that the Magazine 
in being brought in a digital mode, which is first of a kind. 
The Magazine is a testimony to the fact that the 
institution ensures that the learning process for the 
students is not only interesting but also participative 
with special emphasis to experiential learning and 
practical education. The activities are conducted with 
an exposure to real time scenarios through strong 
industry interface and global exposure. 

I wish them All the Best for all their future activities and 
hope that students become assets to the society.

Dr. M. R. Jayaram
Hon'ble Chairman
Gokula Education Foundation
(Founders of Ramaiah Educational Institutions)
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I Congratulate the Editorial team of Ramaiah Law 
College and hope you enjoy the first issue of Annual 
Magazine LEGALIA – 2017 in a digital format which 
allows us to bring you news in a technically savvy way.

The objective of legal education is to produce Law 
Graduates, armed with knowledge of practical and 
procedural laws, enabling them to take part in the 
proceedings of the court. The lawyer of tomorrow 
trained in the law school of today has to be an active 
mediator in being a representative of speedy 
dispensation of justice and vouch for equal justice to all.

I wish each and every student a very bright and 
prosperous future and all the success.

Sri. M. R. Seetharam
Vice Chairman, G.E.F. & Director.
Ramaiah Institute of Technology
Hon'ble Minister for Planning Statistics,
Sciene and Technology, Government of 
Karnataka, Kodagu District Incharge

Sri. M. R. Seetharam
Vice Chairman, G.E.F. & Director.
Ramaiah Institute of Technology
Hon'ble Minister for Planning Statistics, Sciene and 
Technology, Government of Karnataka, Kodagu 
District Incharge

Best wishes and warm wishes

Message
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I am delighted to know that Ramaiah College of Law is 
publishing its Annual Magazine – LEGALIA 2017. A 
College Magazine is a repository of the heart and soul of 
the college. It reflects the life and times of the college at 
various periods in its history and is something that 
students cherish and treasure in their later years. It is 
heartening to note that the traditional methods of 
imparting information are increasingly being 
supplemented by digital modes.

I Congratulate the Editorial Board of this magazine who 
have played wonderful role in accomplishing the task.

Sri M. R. Anandaram
Hon'ble Director
Ramaiah College of Law, Bengaluru

M.R. Anandram
Director

Message
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The production of the Ramaiah College of Law Annual 
Magazine – LEGALIA 2017 is indeed a great stride. The 
significance this year is that the Magazine is being 
brought out in a digital mode, is a first for the GEF group 
certainly, and probably in Law Colleges of the country as 
well. 

I wish this endeavour all success. 

Sri. S. M. Acharya
Chief Executive

S.M.Acharya
Chief Executive

Message
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Ramaiah College of Law emphasises on quality Legal education 
by conducting multifarious theoretical and practical exercises to 
expose its students to the practicalities of Law. There is a strong 
focus on education and the development of new knowledge, 
where excellence is expected and not just an aspiration. 

We realize that a law student can bring about great changes in 
the society if they are properly trained and well equipped. A 
good Lawyer should have mastery over the language and his 
communication skills added with his interpretation of facts and 
laws should give him an edge over others when it comes to 
transforming the society. 

I am sure that this issue of our college Magazine “Legalia 2017” is 
a portrayal of the dreams and aspirations of our students. It gives 
me an immense pleasure to share that the college for the first 
time is bringing out the magazine in a digitalized form.

I take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all the 
contributors and to the editorial committee for making this 
magazine a reality.

Dr. (Smt.) Manjusree Mishra
Principal 
Ramaiah College of Law

Dr. (Smt.) Manjusree Mishra
Principal 

Message
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I feel privileged to write this editor’s note once again for 
our college Magazine “Legalia” for the Academic year 
2016-2017. This year was again a successful year for the 
Institution wherein three of our students secured ranks 
once again in the Karnataka State Law University 
Examinations. The Institution organized the First Edition 
of The Ramaiah Intervarsity Debating Tournament 2016. 
Every Year we are expanding our Legal Horizon by 
following new methods of legal learning and climbing 
one step higher in the process of achieving excellence in 
Legal Education. The College magazine reflects the 
various activities undertaken and the hidden talents in 
our students. I appreciate the students for showing 
interests in contributing valuable Articles concerning 
Socio-legal issues. I thank all my editorial team for their 
timely assistance and co-operation in bringing out the 
magazine “Legalia” in time.

Mr. Omprakash
Chief Editor

Omprakash
Chief Editor

Message
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Ms. Nikhila S. Tigadi
Assistant Professor of Law   

Ms. Vanitha D. M
Clerk

Ms. Ramya. V
Assistant Professor, (SOC.)

Dr. (Smt.) Manjusree Mishra
Principal

Chair Person

Mr. Omprakash
Assistant Professor of Law

    Chief Editor

Mr. Vivek Shukla
Assistant Professor of Law    

Magazine Editorial Committee 

Ms. Rajashree
Assistant Professor of Law     

Editors
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Governing Council

1. Hon'ble Mr. Justice Rajendra Babu,    ChairpersonFormer  Chief  Justice  of  India

2. Honb'le Dr. Justice K. Bhakthavatsala,   MemberHon'ble  Chairman,  KSAT

3. Honb'le Mr. Justice A.V. Chandrashekara,  MemberFormer Judge,  High  Court  of  Karnataka 

4. Prof. Dr. V. Vijayakumar,     MemberProfessor  of  Law,  NLSIU

5. Dr. M.R. Pattabhiram,       MemberDirector,  RCL

6. Sri. M.R. Ananadaram,       MemberDirector,  RCL

7. Sri. M.T. Nanaiah,       MemberSenior  Advocate

8. Sri. M. Partha,     University NomineeAdvocate  &  Syndicate  Member,  KSLU 

9. Sri. S.M. Acharya,      MemberChief  Executive  (Engg. & GS)

10. Sri. G. Ramachandra,     MemberChief  of  Finance (GEF) 

11. Dr. Manjusree Mishra,       Member-SecretaryPrincipal, RCL

12. Mr. Omprakash,       Member Assistant  Professor,  RCL



Full Time Faculty Members

Dr. Manjusree Mishra     Principal
Mr. Omprakash     Assistant Professor (Law)
Mr. Pritam Ghosh     Assistant Professor (Law)
Mr. Vivek Shukla     Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen   Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Th. Nanaomacha    Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Nikhila S. Tigadi    Assistant Professor (Law)
Mr. Sanjeeb Kumar Mishra   Assistant Professor (Law)  
Ms. Rajashree. K     Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Tulika Shree     Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Sangeetha S. Murali   Assistant Professor (Law)
Mr. Gautam Gupta    Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Vaishanavi P. Narayeni   Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Agnes K. Varkeychen   Assistant Professor (Law)
Ms. Ramya V.     Assistant Professor (Sociology)
Ms. Brinda Balaji     Assistant Professor (Political Science)
Dr. Srinivas G.     Assistant Professor (Political Science)
Mr. Basavarajaiah M.S.    Assistant Professor (Economics)
Mr. Siddappa. N. C.     Physical Education Instructor

Non-Teaching Staff

Mr. Ranganathappa. D
Mr. Chandrashekar V
Ms. Vanitha D. M
Mr. Umesha D
Ms. Nalini Srinivas
Mr. Isaac. M
Mr. Ejraiah. B
Mr. Reddy Prasad.T
Mr. John Benny
Mr. Ramesh.M
Mr. Mahadeva
Mr. Kamalesh T

Library Staff

Mr. Shekarappa
Mr. Naveen Kumar
Mr. Ravishankar. G. K
Mr. Srikanth Reddy
Mr. Govinda

Dr. Nagaraj Rao     
Ms. Vidyashree. K.S    
Ms. Krupaja Karnick    
Mr. Chikkaraju. S.N    
Ms. Anusuya
Mr. Arun Kumar
Mr. B.S. Bhargava
Ms. Pricilla John
Mr. Sharad Kumar. S
Ms. Roshni Sharma 

Visiting Faculty

13
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Excellence in Academics

KSLU Rank Holders 2011-16 Batch

Ms. Greeshma Satyanarayan
th5  Rank

Ms. Nihaan Ahmed
nd2  Rank

Ms. Anusuya Roy
th7  Rank

Ms. Karthika K. J
Awarded cash prize for securing highest marks 

in Public International Law



Felicitation of Rank Holders

University Rank holders were felicitated by Hon'ble   
Mr. Justice N. Kumar, Former Judge, High Court of 
Karnataka, Sri. S. M. Acharya, Chief Executive, GEF, Sri. G. 
Ramachandra, Chief of Finance, GEF and Dr. Manjusree 
Mishra, Principal were present during the occasion.

15



National Seminar on Uniform Civil Code in association with NLSIU

Two Day National Seminar on Uniform Civil Code was conducted by Ramaiah 
College of Law in collaboration with National Law School of India University, 

th thBengaluru on 17  and 18  March, 2017. Various themes of the Uniform Civil Code 
such as UCC & Constitution, UCC & Human Rights, UCC vis-a-vis Personal Laws, 
UCC and International Conventions and the Jurisprudence of Uniform civil code 
were discussed during the sessions. The Seminar had 170 participants from 
Universities all over the country. The program was inaugurated by Dr. Sandeep 
Shastri, Pro-Vice Chancellor of Jain University, Prof. Dr. Venkata Rao, Vice 
Chancellor, National Law School of India University, Bengaluru, Shri. S. M. Acharya, 
Chief Executive, Gokula Education Foundation, Dr. Sashikala Gurpur, Dean, 
Symbiosis Law School, Pune, Prof. Dr. T. V. Subba Rao, NLSIU, Prof. Dr. M. K. Ramesh, 
NLSIU, Prof. Dr. Sairam Bhat, NLSIU and Prof. Dr. Manjusree Mishra, Principal, RCL.

16

In continuation to the Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer Commemorative Lecture Series, 
Hon'ble Mr. Justice, N. Kumar, Former Judge, High Court of Karnataka delivered a 

ndLecture and Felicitated KSLU as well as Class Rank holders on 22  March, 2017 in 
the presence of Sri. S.M. Acharya, Chief Executive, Sri. G. Ramachandra, Chief of 
Finance, and Dr. Manjusree Mishra, Principal, RCL.

16

Hon’ble Mr. Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer Commemorative Lecture Series



Ÿ Smt. Uma M.G, Member Secretary, Karnataka State Legal Services 
Authority, addressed the students on the topic, “Need and 

rdImportance of Legal Aid to the Society” on 23  August, 2016.

Ÿ Prof. V. S. Mallar, Professor of Law, NLSIU, delivered the lecture on 
“Conceptual Analysis of Basic Structure Doctrine in Indian 

thConstitution” on  27  September, 2016.

Ÿ Mr. Vishwanath V. Angadi, Former District & Session Judge, 
Bengaluru, delivered the lecture on, “Practical Aspects of Execution 

thof a Decree of a Court under Civil Procedure Code” on 24  
September, 2016. 

th
Ÿ On 28  November, 2016, Mr. N. S Ramakanth, from Muncipal Solid 

Waste Management Round Table, addressed the students on, “Waste 
Management and Need for Policy Change”.

Ÿ Dr. Ilias Trispiotis from the University of Leeds, School of Law, United 
Kingdom addressed the IV & V year students regarding International 
Conventions on Human Rights and also updated the students on the 

thLL.M programs of the University on 10  February, 2017.

Ÿ Career Counseling was conducted by Retd. Col. Victor Gomes  from 
thCavalier India on the opportunities in the Indian Army on 14  

February, 2017.

Ÿ Ms. Samudra Kugel, Chief Officer from UC Davis, School of Law and 
thMr. Srinivas Murthy, Commercial Specialist addressed the 5  Year 

ststudents on LL.M Programs on  21  February, 2017.

Ÿ Mr. Hitesh Bodele, Director, UDX Career Counseling addressed the 
thstudents on 11  March, 2017 regarding career opportunities for Law 

graduates.

Ÿ Mr. Niels Shaumann and Ms. Chintana from the California Western 
thSchool of Law addressed the students on 24  March, 2017.

Ÿ Dr. Anuja S, Assistant Professor, NLSIU trained the students on the art 
thof client counseling on 10  April, 2017.

Guest Lectures
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Ÿ Career Counseling was provided by Mr. Arun S.R, Head, ALMT Legal,  
thBengaluru on 26  March, 2017.

Ÿ Special Lecture on 'Constitutionalism and Rule of Law' was delivered 
by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Mohan Peiris, Former Chief Justice of Supreme 

thCourt of Srilanka on 5  April, 2017.

Ÿ Adv. Uday Simha from Humane Society International delivered a 
thlecture on Ethical treatment of animals on 16  May, 2017.

Ÿ Adv. Acca Varghese from the International Justice Mission delivered 
a lecture on Illegal Trafficking of Human beings for Bonded Labour 

thon 24  May, 2017.

18

Quotes

'A clear conscience is the softest pillow in the world'
                                                       -N. R. Narayana Murthy

'It's okay to make mistakes. Mistakes are our teachers… 
They help us to learn'                             - Abraham Lincoln

'Excellence is a continuous process & not an Accident' 
                                                        – A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
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st nd rdStudents who secured 1 , 2  & 3  position in the 
Academic Year 2015-2016

Name of the Students
1
2
3

Ms. Bharati T V
Ms. Bhargavi M
Mr. Advaith Rao

I
II
III

RankSl. No

st1  Year (I & II Semester)

Name of the Students
1
2
3

Ms. Meghmala Mishra
Ms. Bhavya Golecha
Mr. Vinith Mathew

I
II
III

RankSl. No

nd2  Year (I & II Semester)

Name of the Students
1
2
3

Ms. Ankita Sharma
Mr. Akhil Yajaman
Ms. Shweta Kumari

I
II
III

RankSl. No

rd3  Year (V & VI Semester)

Name of the Students
1
2
3
4

Ms. Jaithra J Narayan
Ms. Chandra Rashmi
Ms. Sonal Priya
Ms. Jasleen Kaur

I
II
III
IV

RankSl. No

th4  Year (VII & VIII Semester)

Name of the Students
1
2
3

Ms. Nihaan Ahmed
Ms. Neha Gupta
Ms. Greeshma Satyanarayan

I
II
III

RankSl. No

th5  Year (IX & X Semester)
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Class Representatives 2016-17

SemesterName of the Students
Sathvik K.A
Aishwarya M.R I Year 'A'

N. Shaik Mohammed Muzzammil
Sakthi Shwetha N

Manoj Kumar J.Y
Lekha. G.D

Prajwal R. Hallur
Thashmitha K.M

Arihant Nahar
Bhavya Golecha

Vinith Mathew
Maya Roy

M.J.Ronald
Vidyashree K.S

Nagal Zahid Ahmed
Sradhaxna Mudrika

I Year 'B'

II Year 'A'

II Year 'B'

III Year 'A'

III Year 'B'

IV Year  'A'

IV Year ' B'

Chandan G.J
Jaithra Narayan V Year  'A'

Saurav Kumar
Priyanka Rai V Year ' B'
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Committee Reports 2016-17 
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Ramaiah College of Law has an active placement & outreach cell. The 
committee facilitates the students to get recruited in the leading law 
firms/LPO's. For the academic year 2016-17, 34 students were 
registered. Out of which 20 students got recruited with attractive pay 
package. 

Following were the companies/ Law firms and LPO's that recruited the 
students of RCL.

Placement & Outreach Cell 

Obio       Bengaluru

Exide Life Insurance     Bengaluru

Anup S. Shah Law Firm     Bengaluru

Acculegal       Bengaluru

Kamath & Kamath     Bengaluru

Harsha & Co.      Bengaluru

Prudent Insurance Brokers Pvt Ltd.  Bengaluru

J Sundharesan & Associates    Bengaluru

Trial Base       Bengaluru

Law & You      Bengaluru

ALMT Legal      Bengaluru
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The RCL Moot Court Committee is formed with an intention to inculcate in 
the students the art of mooting and to provide them with a valuable 
opportunity to hone both their written and oral advocacy skills in this 
competitive field. As a positive step towards this goal, the moot court 
committee has decided for the formulation of “RCL Mooters Society” from 
the academic year 2016-17. The main aim of the society is to make moot 
court an integral part of the academic and co-curricular activities of 
student's right from the stage of induction and throughout their stay in the 
law school. Consequently, the committee conducts orientation program to 
facilitate them in understanding the Factual analysis of moot court, 
Research, Memorial drafting and Oral presentation and moot manners. As 
part of the moot court orientation provided by the moot court society, Intra 
Class Moot Court Competition was organised.

On November 16, 2016, Dr. S Ravichandran from Surana and Surana 
International Attorneys delivered a lecture for the members of the Moot 
Court Society on the “Importance of mooting in the Life of a Law Student''. 

stThe 1  Edition of Surana and Surana & RCL Tort Law moot Court and 
Judgment Writing Competition is scheduled to be held during the first 
week of March, 2018. 

Following is the list of the achievements of students for the academic year 
2016-17.

Ÿ A team comprising of Mr. Veeresh Mahesh Uppin, Mr. Gagan S. and   
Mr. Yedunandan of IV year and II year, respectively has represented the 
college for KLE Society's Law College Kannada Moot Court Competition 

th thheld from 6  to 8  October 2016. The team has won the award for the 
'Best Memorial’.

Ÿ Ms. Ayushi Chopra, Ms. Ridima Sinha, Mr. Veeresh Mahesh Uppin and  
Ms. Bindya Rao of IV year and V year, respectively represented the 

thcollege in SVKM's Pravin Gandhi National Trial Advocacy held from 20  
rd to 23 October, 2016. The team has been adjudged as the 'Second 

Runners Up' in the Competition.

Ÿ Lex Auctor, National Moot Court Competition 2016, hosted by Institute of 
st rdLaw, Jiwaji University was held from 21  to 23  October, 2016 with a 

participation of over 53 teams. The Ramaiah College of Law team 
consisting of Ms. Ankita Sharma of IV year, Ms. Komal of III year, and  
Mr. Mayank Ramesh Tahenguria of V year were the 'Runners Up' of this 
Competition.

Moot Court Committee
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Ÿ Students have participated in Justice T. Ramachandran Memorial All India 
th thMoot Court Competition held at GLC Trissur from 11  to 13  November, 2016. 

Ms. Bharathi, Ms. Lekha G.D and Mr. Varun Bhutani of II year and IV year, 
respectively, had represented the college and were adjudged as the 'Second 
Runners Up' in the Competition.  

rd
Ÿ Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University has conducted 3  All India USLLS 

th thFirst Year Students Moot Court Competition, 2016 from 18  to 20  November, 
2016. Ms. Shakthi Swetha N, Ms. Aiswarya S. Hanchate and  Ms. Aditya Jose of                 
I year have won the 'Best Memorial' award and Ms. Aiswarya S. Hanchate has 
been awarded the title of 'Best Student Advocate' in their maiden moot.

Ÿ The Tamil Nadu National Law School (TNNLS), Tiruchirappalli organised its 
thFirst Edition of the Moot Court Competition from 24-26  March, 2017.                   

   Mr. Advaith Rao, Ms. Lekha G.D and Ms. Bharathi of II year were adjudged  
    as Runner Up’ in the competition.

Debate Society

The Debate Society of RCL is active in honing the skills of the students. For the 
academic year 2016-17, the committee has organised various debate 
competitions. The students have also represented the college and won 
accolades. The highlights of the same are as follows:

Ÿ The college organized the First Edition of 'The Ramaiah Inter Varsity Debating 
st rdTournament 2016' from 21  to 23  October, 2016. Mr. Chinmaya Bhargava and 

Mr. Shantanu Bariar, VIT Vellore were the Winners and Mr. Pushpak Kedia and 
Ms. Parinita Kare, Christ University, Bengaluru were Runners Up. Mr. Karthik 
Bansal & Mr. Vignesh Shanmugam, School of Law, Christ University, Bengaluru 
were the First and Second Best Adjudicators, respectively. Mr. Pushpak Kedia, 
Christ University, Bengaluru, Mr. Shantanu Bariar, VIT, Vellore, Mr. Piali 
Bopanna, RVCE, Bengaluru, Mr. Gaurav Saraf, MSRIT, Bengaluru and     

    Mr. Animan Thakur, MSRIT,  Bengaluru were Best Speakers of the tournament.

Ÿ Ramaiah College of Law in association with GAIL (India) Limited organized its 
nd2  Edition of Debate Competition on occasion of ‘National Vigilance 

Awareness Week, 2016'. The motion for the debate was ‘Corruption Can Be 
Eradicated through Public Participation and Not through Strict Laws’.         

    Mr. Vaishakh of II year was the Winner and Mr. Vignesh of V year was Runners
     Up.
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Ÿ Mr. Sathvik Amarnath of I year and Ms. Sakshi Singhal of II year were 
declared as the Novice Winners of 'The Contention – The Waves Debate 

th th2016' organized by BITS Pilani, Goa from 4  to 6  November, 2016. 

Ÿ Mr. Vaishakh Datta and Mr. Sathvik Amarnath of II Year B.A.,LL.B and I 
Year B.A.,LL.B respectively, have won the First prize in Debate at KSLU 
Zonal Youth Festival - 2017, Bangalore Zone organized by Vivekananda 

th thCollege of Law, Bengaluru on 17  and 18  of February, 2017. 

Ÿ Ms. Sakshi Singhal of II Year B.A., LL.B has won the Second prize in 
Elocution at KSLU Zonal Youth Festival - 2017, Bangalore Zone organized 

th th by Vivekananda College of Law, Bengaluru on 17  and 18  February 2017. 

nd
Ÿ Ms. Aishwarya M.R. of I Year B.A.,LL.B won Second Prize in ‘32  Sir. C.V. 

Raman Memorial Inter Collegiate English Debate Competition – 2017' on 
the motion “Are Women really safe in Independent India?” organized by 

ththe YMCA Task Group on Youth Issues of ‘YMCA Bengaluru on 25  
February, 2017.’

Ÿ Ms. Aishwarya Ravindranath of I Year B.A.,LL.B has been adjudged as 
Third Best Adjudicator at the Christ University Parliamentary Debate, 

th th2017 organized by Christ University, Bengaluru from 11  to 13  March, 
2017.

Ÿ Mr. H. Vignesh Ram, Ms. Sakshi Singhal and Mr. Sathvik Amarnath of V 
ndYear, II Year and I Year B.A.,LL.B respectively, won the ‘2  Asian 

Parliamentary Debate – Vox Populi, 2017' organized by the ICFAI Law 
th ndSchool, IFHE Hyderabad from 30  March to 2  April, 2017. 

Ÿ Mr. Vaishakh G. Datta and Ms. Malavika Ramanand of II Year B.A.,LL.B 
were adjudged as the Best Adjudicator & Second Best Adjudicator, 

ndrespectively, in ‘2  Asian Parliamentary Debate – Vox Populi, 2017' 
thorganized by the ICFAI Law School, IFHE Hyderabad from 30  March to 

nd2  April, 2017. 

Ÿ Mr. H. Vignesh Ram of V Year B.A.,LL.B was adjudged as Second Best 
Adjudicator at the ‘XV NLS Debate, 2017' organized by The Literary and 
Debating Society, National Law School of India University, Bengaluru 

th thfrom 5  to 9  April, 2017. 

Ÿ Ms. Aishwarya M.R. of I Year B.A., LL.B won the Best Speaker in ‘CMR Law 
School Asian Parliamentary Debate Competition – 2017' organized by 

th ththe CMR Law School, Bengaluru on 12  & 13  April, 2017.
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Cultural Committee

Cultural activities are an integral part of recreation. The committee aims to 
bring out the hidden talents in our students. It helps in developing the 
student's capability of working in a team, organizing the event and also 
provides platform to exhibit their talents. 

As a part of celebrating diverse culture prevailing in our country, Kannada 
thRajyotsava, the statehood day of Karnataka, was celebrated on 11  

November, 2016. Dollu Kunitha, the folk dance of Karnataka, was the main 
attraction of the day. 

rdOnam, the harvest festival of Kerala, was celebrated on 23  September, 
2016. A group of musicians played 'Panchavadyam' which was the highlight 
of the celebration. 

th thOn 9  & 10  of May, 2017 the college organised two day cultural fest “Aurus” 
with pomp and splendor. The competition ranges from literary to cultural 
activities. Mad Ad, Pick and Speak, Cooking without fire, Dumbcharads, 
solo and group dance, solo and group singing, fashion show are the main 
highlights of the two day fest. 

Legal Aid Committee

The college shows keen interest in providing legal aid and literacy 
programme. In order to know the ground realities and help the needy, the 
college has taken up the project on various socio- legal issues. As a part of 
this, the college organised door to door survey and campaigns. 

Following are the list of activities conducted during the academic year 
2016-17:

Ÿ In order to give an insight into the importance of Legal Aid & Awareness, 
Smt. Uma M.G, the Member Secretary, Karnataka State Legal Services 

rdAuthority addressed the students in MSRIT Seminar Hall on 23  July, 
2016.

Ÿ In order to deliver Community Legal Education and improve awareness 
on the areas such as Domestic Violence, Environment Awareness: Impact 
of Garbage and Waste Management, and Consumer Protection. After 
due deliberation, the Research Proposal was accepted by the Karnataka 

thLegal Services Authority on 17  October, 2016.
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Ÿ The Legal Aid Cell conducted a Two Day Door to Door Campaign on 
spreading awareness and render Legal Aid at Bagalur village, Bengaluru 
North in association with the State Legal Services Authority and District 

nd rdLegal Services Authority on 2  & 3  November, 2016. 

Ÿ In order to create awareness on Consumer Laws as well as for the 
purpose of assessing the socio-legal problems of the general public, a 
Legal Aid and Awareness Camp was conducted at Thondebhavi village, 

th thGowribidanur Taluk, Chikkaballapur District on 17  & 18  March, 2017 
which involved the association of the District Legal Services Authority 
along with the Taluk Legal Services Committee and Advocates 
Association. 

Ÿ The college conducted Legal Awareness Program in association with 
Taluk Legal Services Committee, Chintamani, Chikkaballapur district on 

th15  April, 2017. Mr. Guruswami, Assistant Public Prosecutor & Member 
Secretary, Taluk Legal Services Committee, Chintamani, Mr. Narasapa, 
Assistant Professor, Government First Grade Boys Degree College, 
Chintamani and Mr. S. R. Bairareddy, Senior Advocate, Chintamani were 
the Chief Guests of the program. As part of the programme, a Skit 
involving various issues such as Road Safety, Girl Child Education, 
Sanitation, Consumer Rights and Current Socio-Legal Issues. 

Ÿ To create awareness on ‘Beggary- A Social Nuisance,’ the following 
ststudents participated in the 1  Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Socio –Legal Movie 

on Beggary for Pro-Bono India & Kamadhenu Joshi & Associates. The 
team of RCL involving Mr. Akhil Vinod Kumar, Mr. Bishal Gayan, Mr. 
Eeshwar Jagirdhar, Ms. Lavanya Suresh, Ms. Kristy Chhetri, Mr. Goutam. 

rdA.R, Ms. Jyotsna Mahato of IV year  won the 3  Place in the Competition.

NSS Committee
The Motto of NSS "Not Me But You", reflects the essence of democratic 
living and upholds the need for self-less service. NSS helps the students 
develop appreciation to other person's point of view and also show 
consideration to other living beings. The philosophy of the NSS is well 
doctrined in this motto, which underlines on the belief that the welfare of an 
individual is ultimately dependent on the welfare of the society on the 
whole and therefore, the NSS volunteers shall strive for the well-being of 
the society. Thus, it provides unique opportunities to students to 
participate in meaningful outdoor activities.

With this motto in view, the College for the academic year 2016-17 
organized the following activities:
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th
Ÿ The NSS Regular Activity was organised on 26  November, 2016 at 

Sanjaynagar Park, Bengaluru in which 23 volunteers actively 
participated.

Ÿ As a part of Kannada Rajyotsava, 'Blood Donation Camp' was organized 
thon 11  November, 2016 where in the students actively donated the blood 

for social cause.

Ÿ The College also organized a seven day residential Special Camp in the 
th thadopted village, Kaivara from 10  to 17  April, 2017. 26 volunteers 

enthusiastically participated in the social service and legal awareness 
activities.

Sports Committee

Ramaiah College of Law has active sports wing. The main object of it is to 
conduct various sports competitions, to identify the sporting talents of RCL 
and to train and nurture them to achieve in various inter-collegiate and 
University Level Competition. The college for the academic year 2016-17 
has carried out various sports activities.

th
Ÿ Mr. K.M. Sreenath of V year and Mr. Krishna Jain of IV year acquired 6  and 

th9  position, respectively, out of first ten ranks in ‘KSLU Inter Collegiate 
Chess Tournament & University Blue Selection Trail  2016-17' organized 

th thby KSLU, Hubballi and JSS Law College, Mysore from 8  and 9  
September 2016. Mr. K.M Sreenath and Mr. Krishna Jain are selected to 
participate in All India Inter University Chess Tournament.

st
Ÿ Ms. J. Banu Priya of II year won I  place in ‘KSLU Inter Collegiate Shuttle 

Badminton Tournament for Girls’ & Mr. Gary Standley K. Marak of I year 
thwon 4  Rank in ‘KSLU Inter Collegiate Shuttle Badminton Tournament & 

Selection Trail for Men’, organized by KSLU, Hubballi and SDM Law 
th thCollege, Mangalore from 15  and 16  September, 2016. Ms. Banu Priya and 

Mr. Gary Standley K. Marak are selected to participate in the South India 
Inter University Shuttle Badminton Tournament.

Ÿ Ms. Abhisikta of I year, Ms. Sanjana S. of II year and Ms. Stuti Baid of V year 
were Champions of ‘KSLU Inter Collegiate Table Tennis Tournament 
(M&W) 2016-17' organized by KSLU, Hubballi and Vivekananda Law 

th thCollege, Bengaluru from 20  and 21  September, 2016. 

Ÿ Ms. Abhisikta Sanjana S. and Ms. Stuti Baid are selected to participate in 
the ‘South India Inter University Table Tennis Tournament.’  
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Ÿ Mr. Varun Cariappa, Mr. Shantanu Bhardwaj & Mr. Rahil Ahmad Khanday 
of III year, Mr. Aman, Mr. Abhishek Singh of IV year, Mr. Nandish of I year, 
participated in ‘KSLU Inter- Collegiate Cross Country Competition for 
Men and Women cum-selection Trials 2016-17' organized by G.K Law 

th thCollege, Hubballi from 24  -25  September, 2016.

st
Ÿ Gokula Education Foundation had organized ‘1  Inter GEF Institutions 

thAthletic Meet- 2017' on 25  March, 2017 at MSRIT Sports ground. The RCL 
team won First place in the March- past, Mr. Parimal Tiwari won Silver 
Medal in Short-put, Ms. Akansha Jain won Silver Medal in Javelin Throw,  
Ms. Jeevana C.P.S won Silver Medal in Long Jump and Mr. Subramanya V. 
Mysore won Bronze Medal in 1500 mtrs. 

th st
Ÿ The college organised ‘Annual Sports Meet’ from 19  to 21  October, 2016 

at MSRIT ground. Athletics and Team events such as Cricket, Table 
Tennis, Volleyball (boys), Throw ball (girls), Football, Basketball etc. were 
conducted.

To inculcate the basics of Corporate and Investment Laws, RCL in 
association with National Law School of India University, Bengaluru 
organized a Three Day (Bridge Course) Training Program on 'Corporate and 

st rdInvestment Law' from 21  to 23  February, 2017. The resource persons for 
the sessions comprised of Prof. (Dr.) Sairam Bhat, NLSIU, Bengaluru,  
Shri. Balasubramanya, Vice President, Tata Consultancy Services, Mr. Aditya 
Kamath, Head Operations, Legal dog, Mr. Praveen Tripathi, Assistant 
Professor, NLSIU and Shri. J. Sundharesan, Sundharesan and Associates, 
Bengaluru. 

Bridge Course

stInaugural Function of I  Year B.A., LL.B.

stOn 1  August, 2016, the college organized the inaugural function of
orientation programme for the First year B.A.,LLB. students. Hon'ble 
Mr. Justice A. V. Chandrashekara, Former Judge, High Court of Karnataka
was the Chief Guest and Dr. Sairam Bhat, Associate Professor, NLSIU,
Bengaluru was the Guest of Honor. Sri S. M. Acharya, Chief Executive,
Gokula Education Foundation (GEF), Sri. G. Ramachandra, Chief of Finance,
GEF, Dr. Manjusree Mishra, Principal, RCL, Bengaluru were present on the
occasion.
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Ÿ Orientation Programme on Company Secretaryship Course 
Ramaiah College of Law in association with Aavid Education had 
organized an orientation programme on “Company Secretaryship 

thCourse” for the First Year B.A.,LL.B students on 17  August, 2016. The 
purpose of this programme was to orient the students about the 
benefits of the course, various stages involved in the course, schedule 
of examinations and how it enhances the job opportunities for Law 
Graduates.

Ÿ Personality Development Programme 
In association with Sa-Mudra Foundation the college organized a 
Personality Development Programme for the First Year B.A., LL.B. 

nd thstudents from 2  to 5  August, 2016. Ms. Bharathi Singh and   
Mr. Janardhan highlighted on self-assessment, building positive self-
image, inculcating the art of public speaking skills and so on.

Ÿ Faculty Development Programme
Three day “Faculty Development Programme” was organized by 

thRamaiah College of Law in association with NLSIU, Bengaluru from 5  
thto 7  August, 2016 at the International Training Centre, NLSIU. The 

programme was inaugurated by Prof. (Dr) R. Venkata Rao, Vice -
Chancellor, NLSIU and Prof. (Dr) Manjusree Mishra, Principal, Ramaiah 
College of Law. Prof. G.V. Ajjappa, Dr. V. Nagaraj, Dr. O.V. Nandimath,  Dr. 
Vishweshwariah,  Dr. T.V. Subba Rao,  Dr. V. Vijayakumar were the legal 
luminaries  who emphasized on training the faculties towards Research 
oriented teaching and thereby to inculcate reflective thinking amongst 
students, the use of ICT in teaching, teaching Labour law, teaching 
Administrative Law, practical session on how to access the library 
resources were the main areas of training session.

Ÿ Training by Manupatra to use Research Data Base
The Training Programme on “How to Use Manupatra” for the First and 

thSecond Year students of B.A., LL.B. held on 24  August, 2016. 

Ÿ Meditation cum Super Brain Yoga
The organization "Food for Hungry", in association with Ramaiah 
College of Law organized a Two Day 'Meditation & Super Brain Yoga" 

th thfor I & II Year B.A., LL.B. students on 19  & 20  August, 2016.

Training Programmes
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Parents Teachers Meeting

Every year the college invites the parents to inform and update the 
academic, curricular and co-curricular performance of their wards. This 

thyear the college organized the Parents Teachers Meet on 4  March, 
2017 to discuss their children's overall performance including the 
discipline, attendance and participation in the various events and 
activities of the college. 

Faculty Achievements

Ÿ Mr. Omprakash, Assistant Professor of Law, presented a paper on 
“Importance of Lecture Method in Teaching Law” and was invited as 
Resource Person in the Two Day Law Teachers International Seminar 
on “Critical Reflections on the Methodology of Teaching 'Law' in 
India” organized by National Law School of India University, 

nd rd Bengaluru on 2  & 3 December, 2016.

Ÿ Mr. Omprakash, Assistant Professor of Law, participated in the Three 
Day Professional Training Certificate Course on “Contracts: 

rd thNegotiations, Drafting, Law and Management” from 3  to 5  March, 
2017 held at NLSIU, Bengaluru.

Ÿ Mr. Omprakash, Assistant Professor of Law,  was invited as Resource 
Person and was in the Organizing Team in the 'Two Day National 
Seminar' on “Constitutional Quest for Uniform Civil Code: Mirage or 
Compulsion” jointly organized by RCL and NLSIU, Bengaluru held on 

th th17  & 18  March, 2017.

Ÿ Mr. Omprakash, Assistant Professor of Law, attended Two Days 
Faculty Development Programme on Teaching Skills organized by 

th thVivekananda College of Law on 13 & 14  of December, 2016.

Ÿ Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen, Assistant Professor of Law, participated in 
“One Day National Workshop on Law and Management of Electronic 

thwaste in India: Issues and Challenges" held on 27  January, 2017 by 
NLSIU and UGC. 

Ÿ Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen, Assistant Professor of Law, published an 
article titled "Tragedy of Urban Commons: With special reference to 
Wet Lands" in the Journal of Contemporary Issues of Law, Vol.3 
Issue.2 (February, 2017). 
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Ÿ Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen, Assistant Professor of Law, published an 
Article on "Public- Private Partnership vs. Public - Public Partnership: 
Reference to role NGOs and TUs in Water Management" in 
International Journal of Legal Insight Vol.1 Issue 2, (February, 2017). 

Ÿ Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen, Assistant Professor, published article on 
"Bolar Exemption v. Data Exclusivity: Right of Patent Holder v. Right 
to Health" in World Journal for juristic Polity (Annual Special 
Edition), March, 2017.

Ÿ Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen, Assistant Professor of Law, presented a 
paper on "Water Sharing: India and Srilanka" at the International 
Conference on Water sharing in SAARC region: Legal Issues and 
Challenges organized by M.K Nambyar SAACR Center & NALSAR 

th thUniversity of Law, from 25  to  26 , March, 2017.

Ÿ Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen, Assistant Professor of Law,  participated in 
the Three day National Workshop on "New approaches to Human 
Rights teaching for protection of rights of weaker sections" 
organized by Bar Council of Kerala M.K Nambiyar Academy for 
Continuing Legal Education, Kochi and Department of Law, 

th th University of Kerala from 7  to 9  April, 2017.

Ÿ Ms. Rhea Roy Mammen, Assistant Professor of Law, attended one 
week 'Refresher Course for Law Teachers' and was awarded 'Best 
Law Teacher Participant', organized by NLSIU, Bengaluru in 
Association with Bar Council of Kerala M.K. Nambyar Academy for 

th thContinuing Legal Education, Kochi from 10 -16  June, 2017.  

Ÿ Mr. Vivek Shukla, Assistant Professor of Law presented a paper on 
“Use of ICT in Teaching Law” and was invited as Resource Person in 
Two Day Law Teachers' International Seminar on “Critical Reflections 
on the Methodology of Teaching 'Law' in India” organized by 

nd rd National Law School of India University, Bengaluru on 2 & 3
December, 2016.

Ÿ Mr. Vivek Shukla, Assistant Professor of Law,  was invited as Resource 
Person and was in Organizing Team in the Two Day National Seminar 
on “Constitutional Quest for Uniform Civil Code: Mirage or 
Compulsion” jointly organized by RCL and NLSIU, Bengaluru held on 

th th17  & 18  March, 2017.
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Ÿ Mr. Vivek Shukla, Assistant Professor of Law,  participated in the 
Three Day Professional Training Certificate Course on “Contracts: 

rd thNegotiations, Drafting, Law and Management” from 3  to 5  March, 
2017 held at National Law School of India University, Bengaluru.  

Ÿ Ms. Nikhila S. Tigadi, Assistant Professor of Law, attended one week 
'Refresher Course for Law Teachers' organized by NLSIU, Bengaluru 
in Association with Bar Council of Kerala M.K. Nambyar Academy for 

th  thContinuing Legal Education, Kochi from 10 to 16  June, 2017.

Ÿ Th. Nanaomacha, Assistant Professor of Law, attended a Two Day 
Law Teachers International Conclave on 'Critical Reflections on the 
Methodology of Teaching Law in India' organized by NLSIU in 

nd rdassociation with CEERA from 2  to 3  November, 2016.  

Ÿ Th. Nanaomacha, Assistant Professor of Law, attended One Day 
National Seminar on Environmental Law Education: Awareness and 

thSensitization organized by NLSIU on 5  November, 2016.

Ÿ Ms. Th. Nanaomacha, Assistant Professor of Law, presented a paper 
on "Water Sharing: India and Srilanka" at the International 
Conference on Water sharing in SAARC region: Legal Issues and 
Challenges organized by M.K Nambyar SAACR Center & NALSAR 

th thUniversity of Law, from 25  to  26  March, 2017.

Ÿ Ms. Rajashree. K, Assistant Professor of Law, presented a paper at the 
National Conference on Post Liberalization Nuances of Organic 
Constitution on the topic, 'Social Media: The blurred boundaries 

st between Privacy and Publicity' at KLE Law College, Bengaluru on 1 & 
nd2  of October, 2016. 

Ÿ Ms. Rajashree. K, Assistant Professor of Law, attended One Day 
National Seminar on Environmental Law Education: Awareness and 

thSensitization organized by NLSIU, Bengaluru on 5  November, 2016.

Ÿ Ms. Rajashree. K, Assistant Professor of Law, attended Two Days 
Faculty Development Programme on Teaching Skills organized by 

th thVivekananda College of Law on 13  & 14  December, 2016.
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Ÿ Mrs. Rajashree. K, Assistant Professor of Law, attended a Two day 
National Workshop on “Good Governance” jointly organized by 
National Human Rights Commission, New Delhi and the Department 

thof Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Government of Karnataka on 20  
stto 21  December, 2016.

Ÿ Ms. Rajashree. K, Assistant Professor of Law, Co-authored an article 
titled “Space Debris and its impact on the Environment” was 
published in World Journal on Juristic Policy, Volume 2, Number 
4[ISSN 2394-5044], January, 2017.

Ÿ Ms. Rajashree. K, Assistant Professor of Law, attended One day 
training program on “Mediation Advocacy Skills” organized by 
Online Consumer Mediation Centre, NLSIU, Bengaluru and 

stDepartment of Consumer Affairs, Government of India on 1  April, 
2017. 

Ÿ Ms. Rajashree. K, Assistant Professor of Law, presented  a co-
authored Paper on “ A Comparative Study on Bio-Diversity Legal 
Regime in the countries of the Himalayan Region'' at National 
Workshop on Bio-Diversity Law: A cross over between Conservation 
and Commerce jointly organized by NLSIU, Bengaluru and BMS 

thCollege of Law, Bengaluru on 24  April, 2017. 

Ÿ Ms. Agnes Varkeychan, Assistant Professor of Law, attended training 
Programme on 'Contract Drafting and Dispute Resolution' organized 

thby Corptive Research Pvt. Ltd on 6  May, 2017.

Ÿ Ms. Agnes Varkeychan, Assistant Professor of Law, published a 
research paper titled 'International Dispute Settlement Mechanism; 
With Special Emphasis on SAARC' in Journal on Contemporary 
Issues of Law, Volume 2 Issue 7, August 2016.

Ÿ Ms. Agnes Varkeychan, Assistant Professor of Law, published an 
article titled 'Invigorating South Asian Cooperation Through 
Effective Dispute Settlement Mechanism' in South Asian Journal of 
Law and Policy Review (ISSN-2455 8087).

Ÿ Ms. Tulikashree, Assistant Professor of Law, published an article on 
the 'Role of Multinational Corporations in Social Welfare in book 
titled Law and Community: A Socio-legal perspective' edited by Dr. 
Ayan Hazra, Satyam Books, ISBN No. 978-93-82823-49-0.
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Celebrations at RCL

Ÿ Ms. Tulikashree, Assistant Professor of Law, published a Chapter in 
“Climate Change: A Naked Truth, Edited by Dr. Ayan Hazra, Global Efforts 
for Climate Change: Mission 2020,” Satyam Books.

Ÿ Ms. Vaishnavi P. Narayeni, Assistant Professor of Law, attended one week 
'Refresher Course for Law Teachers' organized by NLSIU, Bengaluru in 
Association with Bar Council of Kerala M.K. Nambyar Academy for 

th thContinuing Legal Education, Kochi from 10  - 16  June, 2017.

Ÿ Mr. Siddappa N. C, Physical Education Instructor was appointed as a 
Selection Committee Member to organize KSLU Chess Team for the year 
2016-17.

Ÿ Mr. Siddappa N.C, Physical Education Instructor has won 'Bronze Medal' 
in 'Shot Put' in KSLU Staff Sports organized by Karnataka State Law 

th thUniversity, Hubballi from 27  to 28  April, 2017.

Independence Day
thIndependence Day was celebrated on 15  August, 2016 in the premises 

of Gokula Education Foundation. Students of RCL participated in the 
celebration with great patriotic spirit.

Fresher's Day
stOn 31  August, 2016 the college organized Fresher's Day "Colour Rush" 

for welcoming the batch of 2016-2017. As part of this event various 
cultural activities were organized. Mr. Khuddus Ibrahim Bidari and Miss. 
Aishwarya V. Ravindranath were selected as Mr. & Miss. Fresher 
respectively. 

Teachers Day
On the occasion of Teacher's Day, the college organized an Essay 

rdWriting Competition on the topic "My Favorite Teacher" on 3  
September, 2016. The students participated in this event with great 
enthusiasm. 

Onam
rdOnam, the festival of Harvest of Kerala was celebrated on 23  

September, 2016 in the college premises. The highlight of the 
celebration was Panchavadyam, a set of five musical instruments was 
played by the musicians followed by Onasadhya (traditional feast of 
Kerala). 
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Azadi 70- Yaad Karo Kurbani
The University Grants Commission decided to celebrate Azadi 70 - 
Yaad Karo Kurbani (Freedom Fortnight). As a part of this celebration, 

rd the college organised the "Mass Singing of National Anthem" on 23
August, 2016 and also conducted “Slogan and Poetry Writing 

thCompetition” on 29  August, 2016.

Kannada Rajyostava
thThe college celebrated Kannada Rajyostava on 11  November, 2016. 

Dollu Kunitha, folk dance, were the main attraction of the event.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Jayanthi
As part of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Jayanti celebration, an Article Writing 
Competition was conducted in the month of April, 2017. and Ms. Ridima 
Sinha of IV Year, Mr. Mohit Jain of III Year, Mr. Advaith Rao of II Year 
secured the First, Second and Third place, respectively.

Prize Distribution
Prize distribution for winners of Curricular, Co-Curricular and Extra - 

th Curricular activities of the academic year 2016-2017 was held on 19
May, 2017

Farewell
The college bid farewell on the theme “BON VOYAGE” to the batch of 

thFinal Year students (2012-2017) on 30  May, 2017.
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Literary Works



Ridima Sinha
th   4  Year, B.A., LL.B.

Surrogacy Laws:  A Critical Appraisal of the Dichotomy of the 
Divine Duty of Motherhood and its Legality

"....all love begins and ends with motherhood; by which a woman plays 
the God. Glorious it is as the gift of nature, being both sacrosanct and 
sacrificial, though; now again, science has forced us to alter our 
perspective of motherhood. It is no longer an indivisible instinct of a 
mother to bear and bring up a child. With advancement of reproductive 
science, now, on occasions, the bearer of the seed is a mere vessel, a 
nursery to sprout, and the sapling is soon transported to some other 
soil to grow on. Now, it is Law's turn to appreciate the dichotomy of 

1divine duty, the split motherhood....."

Background
The low-cost technology, skilled doctors, scant bureaucracy and a 
plentiful supply of surrogates have made India a preferred destination 
for fertility tourism, attracting nationals from Britain, the United States, 
Australia and Japan, to name a few.

There are no official figures on how large the fertility industry is in India. 
A U.N.-backed study in July 2012 estimated the surrogacy business at 
more than $400 million a year, with over 3,000 fertility clinics across 

2India.

History
The roots of surrogacy can be traced long back in Indian history. The 
world's second and India's first IVF (In Vitro Fertilization) baby 
Kanupriya alias Durga was born in Kolkata on Oct. 3, 1978. Since then 
the field of assisted reproductive technology (ART) has developed 
rapidly.  

India opened up to commercial surrogacy in 2002. It is among just a 
handful of countries - including Georgia, Russia, Thailand and Ukraine - 
and a few U.S. states where women can be paid to carry another's 
genetic child through a process of in-vitro fertilization (IVF) and 

3embryo transfer. 

1 P. Geetha vs The Kerala Livestock Development Board
2 See,http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-4422334/Indias-proposed-surrogacy-law-raises-
trafficking-risk-foreign-women-expert.html
3 See, http://www.businessinsider.com/india-surrogate-mother-industry-2013-9?IR=T
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When India legalized commercial surrogacy in 2002, it slowly gave rise 
to a booming industry of foreign surrogacy requirements and fertility 
tourism, such so much that commercial surrogacy was banned in 2015. 
In 2002, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) laid out 
guidelines for surrogacy, which made the practice legal, but did not 
give it legislative backing that protected, to an extent, the surrogate 
mother and the commissioning parents. It prohibited sex-selective 
surrogacy, required the birth certificate to only have the names of 
commissioning parents, required one of the commissioning parents to 
be a donor, required a life insurance cover for the surrogate mother and 
ensured right to privacy of the mother and the donor, among other 
things.

The question of foreign surrogacy became especially relevant after the 
case of Baby Manji Yamada, i.e., Baby Manji Yamada vs Union Of India & 
Anr on 29 September, 2008. In 2007, a certain Dr. Patel working at the 
Akanksha Infertility Clinic, arranged for Japanese couple Ikufumi and 
Yuki Yamada to have a surrogate baby by Pritiben Mehta. Pritiben was 
impregnated using a mix of Yamada's sperm and an anonymous Indian 
woman's egg. However, in the months to come, Yamada and his wife 
filed for divorce. None of the Indian laws covered whose child the baby 
(Manji) was: the woman who donated the egg, Pritiben, or Yuki Yamada. 
Furthermore, there was even a petition filed later in court that Dr. Patel 
was running a child trafficking racket by abusing the lack of surrogacy 
laws, and gaining easy money by enabling surrogacy. Although the 
case was resolved and Baby Manji was given to her grandmother Emiko, 
this, as well as the booming surrogacy industry, the easy abandonment 
of children, and the exploitation of women who were forced to become 
surrogates many times in order to sustain their family; led to the 
necessity of this bill.

In Jan Balaz vs. Anand Municipality & Ors., the Gujarat High Court had 
to adjudicate upon a case relating to the issue of citizenship of twin 
children who were born out of surrogacy in India when the 
commissioning parents' home state of Germany had refused to grant 
citizenship to the children as Germany recognizes citizenship by 
mother which creates issues in determining nationality of surrogate 
child. 

Successive draft bills — in 2008, 2010 and 2013 — had reportedly 
proposed that ART in India be available to all, including single persons 
and foreign couples. 
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However, draft ART bills of 2014 and 2016 restricted surrogacy to Indian 
married infertile couples. The fate of the ART Bill, 2016, is unknown, 
while the cabinet has approved the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016. 

A draft ART (Assisted Reproductive Technology) Bill was formulated in 
2010, but was never passed as a law. The bill lays down further 
conditions and procedures for surrogacy and notes that there are no 
regulations as to how many times a birth mother may be allowed to 
reproduce. The bill also enabled single parents, male or female, to have 
a child through surrogacy. Here, the women had to prove they were 
infertile and couldn't give birth while the men had no such condition. A 
research undertaken by Centre for Social Research (CSR) points out 
that the bill did not protect the rights of a surrogate mother. The bill also 
did not allow single foreign nationals and homo sexual couples to be 
commissioning parents. It defines “couple”, as “two persons living 
together and having a sexual relationship that is legal in India.”

The bill, however, has no rules as to how much compensation a 
surrogate mother can get and should get. Over exploitation often 
results in declining health of mothers who become baby making 
machines. According to the CSR report, surrogate mothers are paid 
$4000-$5000 for bearing the child. Clinics, however, charge the 
adoptive parents double the money. The reason driving the mothers to 
surrogacy is usually poverty and lack of education, which further 
ensures their inability to challenge the exploitation.

The research states that clinics do not provide the mother with a copy 
of the contract that is signed by the adoptive parents. In order to 
escape stigma (that they're indulging in this practice), pregnant 
women often stayed in shelter homes that provided them with lesser 
security and assistance than required. While they should be giving birth 
to only two children – having at least one own child from a previous 
birth – surrogate mothers end up being exploited for a much larger 
number, more often than not, giving birth one after the other.

4In light of this, the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016  was introduced in 
Lok Sabha in November. The cabinet approved bill, however, has not 
been passed yet. The number one proposition of the bill is to 
completely abolish commercial surrogacy. 
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“The Bill.”



Defining commercial surrogacy as “surrogacy or its related procedures 
undertaken for a monetary benefit or reward (in cash or kind) 
exceeding the basic medical expenses and insurance coverage”, this 
provision is aimed at cracking down on the inside businesses of 
surrogacy that encourage exploitation.

Contemporary Issues
5The bill only allows altruistic surrogacy , where the surrogate mother is 

a close relative of the commissioning parents. The couple also has to 
prove their infertility.

Under the bill, all surrogacy clinics will have to be registered, the 
surrogate mother cannot be paid directly and there will be national and 
state surrogacy boards which will be the regulating authorities for the 
practice. Commercial surrogacy, abandoning the surrogate child, 
exploitation of surrogate mother, selling/ import of human embryo 
have been put down as violations, punishable by law. In addition, all 
registered clinics will have to maintain records of surrogacy for 25 
years.

The most jarring provision of the law, also present in the ART Bill, is the 
prohibition of single parents, homosexuals, live-in couples from 
becoming commissioning parents. The bill also disallows childless or 
unmarried women to be surrogate mothers.

While the ART bill recognized commercial surrogacy and provided for 
its regulation, the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill takes into account the 
extensive exploitation that is a product of commercial surrogacy; but it 
also abides by archaic ideas of who can be parents and who cannot. The 
bill faced backlash from not just the opposition but also women who are 
currently involved in commercial surrogacy – these would be women 
who go from having a stable source of income to nothing at all.

th228  LCI report recommended prohibiting commercial surrogacy and 
allowing ethical altruistic surrogacy to the needy Indian citizens by an 
apt legislation. Following are an elaboration of Clause 4, Clause 48(a) 
of the bill. 
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Ÿ Provisions of the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016 approved by 
Union Cabinet:-

Ÿ The Bill will regulate surrogacy in India establishing a National 
Surrogacy Board at the Central level and State Surrogacy Board and 
appropriate authorities in the state and Union Territories. The 
legislation will ensure effective regulation if surrogacy, prohibit 
commercial surrogacy and allow for altruistic surrogacy to the needy 
infertile couples.

Ÿ The Bill bars foreigners, homosexual couples, people in live in 
relationships and single individuals from becoming surrogate 
parents. Only childless, straight Indian couples married for a period 
of 5 years, having proven fertility problems are eligible for surrogacy. 
NRIs and PIOs who hold Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) cards have 
also been barred from opting for surrogacy.

Ÿ Eligible couples will have to turn to “close relatives”, not necessarily 
related by blood for altruistic surrogacy – no exchange of money 
between the commissioning couple and the surrogate mother. The 
Bill, which borrows heavily from UK's altruistic surrogacy Bill, has 
changed the British provision of allowing only blood relatives to 
“close relatives”, a term that will be further elaborated in the rules.

Ÿ The rights of surrogate mother and children born out of surrogacy 
will be protected.

Ÿ Bill will apply to whole of India except Jammu and Kashmir;
Ÿ Women acting as surrogates can do so only once;
Ÿ All Assisted Reproductive Technology clinics will have to be 

registered;
Ÿ 10 months during which pregnancies underway now can be seen 

through and babies delivered.
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Advantages of the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016
The Bill comes at a time when there is a huge need for legislation 
covering this subject. The Bill focuses on preventing commercialization 
of surrogacy, prohibit potential exploitation of surrogate mothers and 
children born through surrogacy. In order to take care of those mothers 
or couples who have opted for surrogacy as on date, the Bill prescribes 
a 10 month period to ensure that inconvenience is not caused to the 
couples and surrogate mother.

The government has justified the barring of foreigners to prevent the 
misuse of surrogacy. This could prove counterproductive. The 
yardsticks governing domestic altruistic surrogacy will offer an 
opportunity for corruption and exploitation, pushing surrogacy into 
unethical hands. It could foster an underground abusive trade in 
surrogacy. Relatives will be generated and surrogates will be 
impregnated in India and shifted to permissible jurisdictions.

Given that the surrogate mothers will be Indian nationals, whose safety 
will be at risk once surrogacy becomes an underground business, there 
is a dire need to enact a comprehensive law that factors in the current 
societal practices associated with surrogacy. The problems pertaining 
to adoption of Indian children by foreigners were resolved by 
guidelines, which over the years have acquired statutory status. A 
similar approach could be adopted to regulate surrogacy. There should 
be an appropriate mechanism to judge the suitability of surrogate 
parents — citizens or foreigners should not matter. An agency along the 
lines of the Central Adoption Resource Agency — that administers 
adoption of Indian children by foreigners — could be created to 
regulate surrogacy. A democratic law, which we have been waiting for, 
for the past 10 years, must regulate surrogacy in the country.

Critical analysis of the provisions of the bill
Ÿ Violation of Reproductive Rights of the Women: The Bill raises 

questions over the reproductive rights of a woman. The right to life 
enshrines the right of reproductive autonomy, inclusive of the right 
to procreation and parenthood, which is not within the domain of the 
state, warranting interference of a fundamental right. It is for the 
person and not the state to decide modes of parenthood. It is the 
prerogative of person(s) to have children born naturally or by 
surrogacy in which the state, constitutionally, cannot interfere. 
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Ÿ Violation of Article 14 Restricting limited, conditional surrogacy to 
married Indian couples and disqualifying other persons on the basis 
of nationality, marital status, sexual orientation or age does not 
appear to qualify the test of equality (Article 14), or of being a 
reasonable classification, satisfying the objective sought to be 
achieved. 

The bill deprives single parents, homosexuals of availing the bliss of 
parenthood through surrogacy. Also, by virtue of the fact that being 
LGBT or being in a live-in relationship is not illegal per se, disallowing 
the right to choice vis-à-vis surrogacy is a sheer violation of their right 
to equality guaranteed under Article 14.Therefore, the decision to keep 
single men and women, LGBTs, divorced and judicially separated 
couples, as well as live-in couples out of the purview of the draft Bill is 
retrograde.

The government's objective of keeping foreigners and persons of 
Indian origin outside the realm of surrogacy in India can be justified on a 
two-fold basis: first, to avoid complexities related to nationality and the 
like; and second, to prevent Indian women becoming exploitative 
business tools in the hands of non-citizens.

However, barring NRIs from opting for surrogacy in India appears to be 
an unreasonable provision as there isn't any reason to treat them 
differently from citizens living in India. The reason for this arbitrary 
differentiation does not prima facie have a rational nexus with the 
objects sought to be achieved. At a time when NRIs are treated at par 
with Indians living in the country in terms of priority for adoption as per 
the Central Adoption Resource Authority, there are serious doubts on 
whether this provision in the draft Bill will qualify the twin test of 
reasonableness under Article 14 of the constitution.

Ÿ Violation of Article 21: 
Ÿ The proposed law – mostly in line with similar laws in other countries 

thand the 228  report of the Law Commission of India – provides for a 
blanket ban on commercial surrogacy and only permits altruistic 
surrogacy by a close relative, who must have given birth to a child. 
This in itself is problematic as it could violate the woman's 
fundamental right to livelihood – in this case through surrogacy as 
guaranteed under Article 21 of the constitution.
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Ÿ Irrationality of the blanket ban: 
Ÿ Economically, the bill is bound to have effect on the thriving medical 

tourism in the country and people associated with it. There are 
certain countries, particularly European, surrogacy is banned for 
commercial reasons. The Indian government took a very sensible 
decision then and decided not issue visas to people coming from 
such countries. But, there were others who came from countries like 
the US where surrogacy was available, but exorbitantly expensive. 
India has also been a safe hub as compared to countries like 
Indonesia, where fertility procedures are completely unregulated. 
Indian doctors are competent and clinics are clean and more 
importantly there was a contract to be signed, which eliminated 
exploitation and blackmail possibilities on both sides. A blanket ban 
on such medical tourists makes no sense at all especially when we 
issue visas to them for other forms of medical tourism.

Ÿ Altruistic Surrogacy, A Curse in disguise: 
Ÿ Many countries including the UK that have experimented with 

altruistic surrogacy have realized that this only tends to push the 
whole transaction underground. A woman who bears a child for 
another one is actually performing a service and needs to be 
compensated for it. If altruistic surrogacy is enforced, the 
commissioning parents have to find some non-legal means to pay 
the woman who has spent a year or more of her life trying to ensure 
the birth of a healthy baby or babies.

The Bill leaves several questions unanswered such as ensuring 
protection of health of surrogate mother, maternity relief available to 
her etc.

Ÿ No Proper definition of “Close Relative”: Also, the restriction that 
the surrogate must only be a 'close relative' of the commissioning 
parents may result in ethical issues wherein the child and the 
surrogate develop an intimate bond, given that both are known, 
accessible and related to each other. Moreover, if the surrogate 
wishes for her name to remain undisclosed, how will her privacy be 
protected when the deal will be happening within the family? 
Besides, the commissioning couple may face difficulties in finding a 
close relative who will willingly render the surrogacy service. 
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 Prohibiting commercial surrogacy in favor of surrogates from
 within the family may thereby turn surrogacy into a black market    
    business, or lead to the victimization and coercion of subjugated and
   oppressed women in marital homes to bear a child for their relative.

5 years pre-condition: 
Ÿ A further provision of the Bill allows surrogacy only to legally-

married infertile Indian couples, who have been married for at least 
five years. This is an archaic provision that is reflective of the 
patriarchal Indian mindset that a woman, if fertile, should bear a child 
herself rather than resort to scientific marvels that are otherwise 
available. This plausibly violates the 'right to reproductive 

6autonomy.

 The decision about reproduction is essentially a part of a person's
 personal domain and should be left to the couple. Also, the
 requirement of a five-year wait after marriage to enter into a
 surrogacy arrangement and the age restriction of the commissioning
 parents – for the father to be between 26 and 55 years and the
 mother to be between 23 and 50 – do not set out a robust intelligible
 differentia and rational nexus with the objects that are sought to be
 achieved.

Ÿ Inconsistent with the Adoption Laws: Further, The National 
Guidelines for Accreditation, Supervision and Regulation of Artificial 
Reproductive Technology (ART) Clinics in India, 2005 issued by the 
Indian Council of Medical Research, permits single women to use 
ART. In addition, the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act and the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 permits 
conditional adoption for single and divorced persons. There appears 
to be no element of prudence in allowing single people to adopt 
while prohibiting them from opting for surrogacy.

Ÿ Imposition of the Police State: Another aspect of the Bill is that, to 
enter into a surrogacy arrangement, it is a prerequisite for the 
commissioning couple to not have any physically and mentally fit 
biological or adopted children. This provision appears as an 
imposition by a police state on the rights of a couple to procreate 
through the means of their choice. 

6 B.K. Parthasarathi vs Government of Andhra Pradesh.
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Conclusion
There is definitely a need for regulation. But the large-scale banning 
proposed in this bill is akin to trying to cap a volcano. There is no 
stopping technological advancement and no government can wish 
away the fact that it has been possible for decades now to create babies 
outside the womb and to successfully implant them in the womb of a 
woman who has no genetic link to the embryo. While there is a need for 
regulation, we cannot wish away the advances in medical science and 
the subsequent impact on surrogacy. We need to have a legislation 
which, while dealing with the problems associated with surrogacy does 
not interfere with the reproductive rights of a woman and freedom of 
choice available to an individual.

The draft surrogacy Bill gives an impression that it has been framed 
without addressing the actual concerns of the surrogacy arrangements 
in the country. The proposed legislation may do more harm than good 
by leading to the exploitation of surrogates through coercion and 
undue influence or by trafficking them to permissible jurisdictions.

The need of the hour is to regulate the unregulated surrogacy market to 
ensure and protect the rights of surrogates vis-a-vis the rights of the 
commissioning parents and children born as a result of such 
arrangements. The government should rethink the proposed law on 
surrogacy to safeguard the constitutional rights of the stakeholders 
considering the social, legal and ethical dynamics of this sensitive 
subject for the formation of a progressive regulatory framework.

47



Mohit Jain 
rd3  Year, B.A., LL.B.

Surrogacy in India

Surrogacy is when a couple wants a baby but due to medical 
complications either or both parents are unfit to conceive, another 
women is artificially inseminated with the sperm of the father. She then 
carries the baby in her womb and delivers it for the couple. In such case, 
the surrogate mother is the biological mother of the child. In instances 
where father's sperm can't be used, a donor sperm can also be used this 
is regarded as traditional surrogacy. 

In cases wherein eggs from the mother are fertilized with the 
father's/donor's sperm and the embryo is placed into the uterus of the 
surrogate, who carries the baby in her womb and delivers it. In such 
cases, the biological mother is still the women whose eggs are used, 
while the surrogate is called as birth mother this is regarded as 
gestational surrogacy. 

The Supreme Court, of India has defined surrogacy as “…a method of 
reproduction, whereby a woman agrees to become pregnant for the 
purpose of gestating and giving birth to a child she will not raise but 

1hand over to contracting party.”

Why people opt for surrogacy?
Couples opt for surrogacy when means of conceiving a child fails, this 
also includes in-vitro fertilization, or when it becomes difficult for the 
couples to get pregnant and give birth as it risks the life of mother. The 
medical conditions necessitate the surrogacy are:

i) Deformity of or infection in the womb
ii) Absence or removal of womb by hysterectomy
iii) Recurring miscarriage
iv) Repeated failure of IVF
v) Other medical conditions which makes difficult for women to 
 conceive the child and risks the life of mother, such as severe

2 heart disease etc.

1Baby Manji Case, supra 1. (AIR 2009 SC 84)
2http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/health/draft-surrogacy-bill-2016-what-is-surrogacy-all-you-need-to-
know-2994140/
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Surrogacy Laws in India:
In India since 2002, commercial surrogacy was legal. The Supreme 

3Court in Baby Manji Yamada v Union of India & Anr (2008)  has held, 
commercial surrogacy to be legal in India with a direction to the 

4Legislature to pass an appropriate law governing surrogacy in India.  
The legislature drafted Assisted Reproductive Technique (ART) Clinics 
guidelines in year 2008, which was the only guiding force for governing 
surrogacy transactions in India. Further in the year 2016 draft was 
proposed as Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016 which bans commercial 
surrogacy and allows only 'altruistic surrogacy' in India. The bill was 
passed by the cabinet yet not implemented till now. 

Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016
The Surrogacy Bill, 2016 which was heavily borrowed from UK's 
Altruistic Surrogacy Bill, allows only 'Altruistic surrogacy' for childless 
couple who have been married for at least 5 years. Further, the age of 
the woman must be in between 23-50 years and the man should be 26-
55 years old. The surrogate mother should be a close-relative of the 

5couple, she should be married and having her own child . 

The bill bans commercial surrogacy as India emerging as surrogacy hub 
for couples from different countries, which put both surrogate mother 
and their babies at risk, rather putting a check and balances the 
government decided to put a ban. In most of the countries like Canada, 
China, France, Hungry, Japan, Netherland and Belgium commercial 
surrogacy is completely banned. 

Banning commercial surrogacy directly bars foreign nationals even 
NRI, PIOs who hold Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card from getting 
surrogate mother in India. Bill even bars single parents, homosexuals 
and live-in couples from surrogacy. Even childless or unmarried women 
even can't become surrogate mothers. A woman who has at least one 
child can only become surrogate mother that too once in lifetime.  A 
Surrogate mother won't be getting paid other than that of her medical 

6bills . 

The bill proposes a penalty of Rs 10 lakh and imprisonment of not less 
than 10 years for those who commercialize surrogacy, abandoning the 
surrogate child, exploitation of surrogate mother, selling/import of 
human embryo all are regarded as violation of bill. 
3  AIR 2009 SC 84
4  http://lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/reports/report228.pdf
5  http://www.dhr.gov.in/sites/default/files/surrogacyregbill_0.pdf
6  http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/surrogacy-bill-sushma-swaraj-married- couples-can-

  now-opt-homosexuals
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Constitutional and Human Right Perspective of Surrogacy
Surrogacy is in itself, a complex relationship which involves the transfer 
of custody of a child born out of an artificial reproductive technique, 
against the natural mode of reproduction, making it difficult for the 
parties to validate the transaction. The major problem in international 
surrogacy is potential for abusing and exploiting women. The American 
feminist Andrea Dworkin stated that “motherhood is becoming a new 
branch of female prostitution with the help of scientists who want 
access to the womb for experimentation and power”. Similarly like 
adoption, surrogacy law needs to be regulated on international level.  
The major problem arises when the foreign parties travel for surrogacy 
services and enters into surrogacy agreements, the issue of the child's 
citizenship arises as the home country of the international parent's 
where child is to be taken might refuse to recognize surrogacy 
agreement or the transaction might be faced with prohibition. 
Therefore, it becomes important to determine the woman who is to be 
considered the child's mother for the purpose of identifying his 
citizenship. 

Surrogacy under the framework of Constitution:
In India, 'the right to have reproductive choice' is declared as a part of 
Article 21 of the Constitution. The Apex Court, in case of R.Rajgopal v St. 

7of Tamil Nadu (1994) , held that 'right to life' includes 'right to privacy'. 
A citizen has a right to safeguard not only his own privacy but also his 
family, marriage, procreation, motherhood, childbearing and education 
among other matters.  

The Andhra Pradesh High Court in case of B.K.Parthasarthi v Govt. of 
8Andhra Pradesh (1999) , recognized reproductive rights as 

fundamental right and upheld 'the right to reproductive autonomy' of 
an individual as a facet of his right to privacy. When the concept of 
privacy is extended to matters of procreation than state interference 
and restriction on procreation infringes on one's privacy rights. 

Generally, couples are unable to conceive the child due to deficiency in 
their reproductive organs or owing to their infertility. In such cases the 
only option left with them is surrogacy. If we see from the perspective 
of surrogate mother or gestational mother, surrogacy is an opportunity 
to maintain them and empower them financially. 

7  1994 (6) SCC 632
8  AIR 2000 AP 156
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Even though surrogacy is regarded as immoral and unethical transaction 
and at time also considered as prostitution but it has open new ways for 
poor women who are otherwise unable to fulfill their livelihood. In India, 
putting a ban on commercial surrogacy puts a threat on livelihood of many 
poor women in country who have been able to provide education to 
children, and supported family financially; many of the women are sole 
bread earners. Putting a ban on commercial surrogacy will directly 
infringes Article 21 of the constitution with guarantees “right to 
livelihood”, livelihood of many poor women will get affected. 

Further, banning commercial surrogacy will be in violation of Article 
19(1)(g) of the constitution, which guarantees “freedom of trade and 
profession in India”.  The surrogacy industry provides daily bread to not 
only surrogate mothers but also to many surrogacy clinics. And banning 
cannot be justified as reasonable restriction it jeopardizes the interest of 
many people.

Further, if we see the proposed bill, restricting surrogacy to only married 
couple and disqualifying others on ground of nationality, marital status, 
and sexuality impinges. It violates Article 14 of the constitution which 
guarantees “equality before law and equal protection of law to all 
persons”, by bringing unreasonable classification by disqualifying many. 
Knowing the bill is being bought to shield the women from exploitation 
and prevent commodification of the birth process. The point here is that 
being a homosexual and residing in a live-in relation, which is legal in India 
and limiting the access of altruistic surrogacy is a clear instance of 
discrimination against the minorities. 

From above it can be clearly seen that the proposed bill fails to adhere to 
the “Golden Triangle” test, which was laid down in Minerva Mills Ltd. & Ors 

9v. Union of India (1980) , CJ. Chandrachud held that Articles. 14, 19 & 21 of 
the constitution constitute the golden triangle which affords to the people 
of this country an assurance that the promise held forth by the Preamble 
will be performed by ushering an egalitarian era through the discipline of 
fundamental rights, that is, without emasculation of the rights to liberty 
and equality which alone can help preserve the dignity of the individual. 
The golden triangle test which inspects the constitutional validity of the 
law enacted by the government and determines that the equality, liberty, 
and freedom of rights which aims to ensure that the fundamental rights of 
individual are not encroached by the state. 
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State's obligation to regulate surrogacy
Surrogacy offers a good opportunity to childless couple to fulfil their 
desire. But, since surrogacy is not specifically recognized by law it 
becomes difficult for parties to enter into the transaction as it contains 
human being as a subject matter of the transaction so the contract may be 
against public policy and can be regarded as void. 

Bill in accordance with international covenants and obligations
By interfering with the individual reproductive rights, the proposed law 

10infringes art 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)  
which guarantees “right to find family”. Further is accordance to 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

11Women , under art 16(1)(e) which guarantees state parties to ensure 
equality of rights being given to men and women “to decide freely and 
responsible number and spacing of the children”. 

12Further, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health , which also 
highlights the importance of freedoms pertaining to reproductive, 
maternal and sexual rights, which includes right to family planning, and 
services for the attainment of highest possible standard of mental and 
physical health.  India being signatory to all the international covenants, 
proposing such bill contravenes several safeguards to human life, health 
and dignity which are enshrined in them. 

Conclusion and the suggestions:
The proposed bill mainly seeks two goals, firstly, to prevent exploitation of 
poor women and secondly, preventing the equating of surrogacy process 
with renting of womb. Yes, the state action to prevent exploitation is 
justified yet it should not be done in a manner which infringes the right of 
other individual who are well within their legal and human rights limits and 
avails the surrogacy services. 

Instead the bill should be proposed in a manner which either bans 
surrogacy or in a way which doesn't ban commercial surrogacy, yet the 
commercial surrogacy should be regulated in a way which protects the 
exploitation of women. A balanced approached  by government is 
required which would regulate a right based on surrogate mothers, child 
born out of it and the stakeholders involved in the transaction.  India 
requires a bill which provides check and balances on surrogacy and also, 
transparency in registration of surrogate mothers and clinics. 

10http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
11http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
12http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session29/Documents/A_HRC_29_33_ENG.DOCX
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This would not only remove middle man but will also ensure that the 
compensation reaches to the mother completely. 

The law imposing unreasonable classification among majority and 
minority pushes the surrogacy market towards black market for 
wombs; it can be learnt from the previous policy like sex-determination 
tests, organ donations etc. which pushed the market underground and 
left it unregulated.  By implementing partial surrogacy to be legal, the 
government would again push the surrogacy industry towards the 
black market. 
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Lawyer's Deviance - taking law in their own hands?

For every democracy to flourish in its innate multi-cultural, plural and 
progressive grandeur, must possess a judiciary - impartial, omnipotent 
and omnipresent in the face of injustice. The judiciary is not a regressive 
genuflecting coterie of men articulate in language and knowledgeable in 
the letter of the law. It is a living, organic embodiment of democratic 
principles, consisting of learned men, and no doubt women, who 
understand and grasp the letter and spirit of the law, and know the law in 
its entirety – text, sub text and context.

The judiciary consists of two parts – the bar and the bench. The bar 
consists of the learned counsels (lawyers) while the bench consists of the 
Honorable Justices. These two divisions of the judiciary have for most part 
been complementary to each other, with conflict being the aberration and 
not the trend. The bar and the bench must work in unison, for their 
harmonious working is of utmost importance for ensuring that the rule of 
law is maintained, and that the law of the land is enforced and respected. 
Indian judiciary in specific, which has the adversarial system in preference 
of the inquisitorial system, depends largely on the arguments put forth by 
the counsels of the parties, in the discovery of truth and dispensing justice. 

It is often told that judgments are written by the blood of a lawyer, and no 
doubt the best judgments pronounced are a product of the finest 
submissions made by the bar. In this sense, the lawyer is an officer of the 
court and is integral in the administration of justice. The profession of 
advocacy is noble, and those professing it ought to be nobler. However, 
recent incidents show an alarming trend. Lawyer's acts of deviance are on 
a rise. Lawyer's deviance refers to an array of acts, foremost of them being 
– fabrication of false evidence, violating professional ethics by indulging in 
acts such as browbeating, striking among others, bribery and indulging in 
corrupt practices.

The most recent incident of lawyer's deviance in India was the country – 
wide strike which lawyers took out protesting against the 
recommendations of the Law Commission to amend the Advocates Act, 
1961. The strike, which was backed by the Bar Council of India was against 
what lawyers perceived to be an infringement on the autonomy of the 
entirely lawyer dominated Bar Council. The recommendations of the Law 
Commission included the following – 
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1. State Bar Councils and Bar Council of India will consist of non-lawyers, 
including people from other professions like chartered accountants, 
architects, politicians, doctors etc.

2. The disciplinary proceedings against advocates would be conducted by 
people not connected with legal profession i.e., handing over the regulation 
and control of legal profession and legal education over to non-lawyers.
3. The Law Commission proposed a provision of compensation to clients in 
case of lawyer's participation in strikes. Moreover, clients, who have not 
paid any fees to the lawyer, are also entitled for claim/compensation if the 
lawyer goes on strike.

The Bar Council of India has termed the above recommendation as 
'draconian, anti-lawyer and unconstitutional.' Last year the High Court of 
Allahabad saw lawyers striking for over 100 days. Strikes were also 
observed in various High Courts, including the Madras High Court and 
Karnataka High Court. Further, if one recollects, 2009 witnessed one of the 
worst strikes by lawyers of the Madras High Court, where some 
cantankerous lawyers manhandled Subramanian Swamy, while he was 
making arguments before the Court. They clashed with the police, and also 
engaged in arsonist activities – setting fire to vehicles and rioting. This has 
been an indelible blight on the noble and grand reputation of the Madras 
High Court.

There have also been allegations of corruption and nepotism against the 
judiciary – both the bar and the bench. Justice C S Karnan of the Calcutta 
High Court has leveled serious allegations of corruption and nepotism 
being existent in the judiciary. He has accused, as have others, that the 
Judiciary in India consists of upper caste Brahmin men, with little or no 
representation to the lower castes. These allegations of corruption and 
nepotism, instead of being looked in to, have been swept under the rug 
trivialized and ridiculed. It is a well-known fact that in India, a fresh first 
generation law graduate with no familial connections has dim prospects of 
setting up independent practice. Further, if they take up practice under an 
established advocate, they are not allowed to grow and are treated as 
glorified clerks. 

The above activities provide a mere glimpse of the dangerous pace at 
which the bar is descending in to a state of anarchy. This poses a grave 
threat to deliverance of justice and by extension, democracy itself. 
However, not all is lost. Rational and legitimate institutional reforms must be 
pushed through, even if met with resistance with certain sections of the bar 
which have vested interests.
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Consciousness and consensus must also arise amongst the lawyers to 
support reforms in the legal profession. 

Wide consultations must be undertaken between the bar, the bench 
and the legislature to find viable solutions to address the genuine 
problems of the lawyers. Legal education must also be reformed, after 
all when law students are holistically educated, they become good 
lawyers. Mere lip service, in the form of a course in legal ethics is 
redundant. Students must be shown the plight of the poor, destitute 
people who trusting the judges and lawyers visit the Court with a 
penchant which borders devotion. Students must be sensitized as to 
how their actions as lawyers affect their clients, and the law itself. Errant 
lawyers must be dealt with strictly, their names being taken off the rolls, 
and being barred from practice.

In conclusion, when it comes to upholding the dignity of the bar, the 
harshest of the measures must be taken without a second thought. This 
is because the bar is not only a body of lawyers, it is one of the twin 
pillars on which the reputation of the Judiciary rests. When the 
common man, loses faith in the judicial process, anarchy and 
destruction is sure to follow. The Mahabharata is testament to the fact, 
that injustice or adharma has destroyed clans and kingdoms. A 
revisiting of our culture is the need of the hour. The Taittiriya 
Upanishad's ninth Anuvāka states that justice must be practiced with 
Svādhyāya (perusal of oneself) and Pravachana (exposition and 
discussion); thus civilized discussions between the stakeholders must 
yield desired changes and not petty fights and arm twisting tactics. 
Further, the ancient Hindu scriptures have given the twin axioms of yato 
dharma tato jaya (where there is justice, there is victory) and dharmo 
rakshathi rakshithaha (law protects, those who uphold it) which must 
be the guiding light for the advocates in their practice. They must be 
aware of their noble role in upholding law, which in turn ensures there is 
victory of justice. Thus, lawyer's deviance is an issue, which lawyers 
themselves ought to solve through their own resolve, knowing fully 
well, that their actions have wide reaching consequences, bad or good.
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Triple Talaq: The Wait For Justice Continues

Talaq-i-Bid'ah means innovated (or sinful) form of divorce. It is defined 
as a divorce which is pronounced thrice in one sitting when the wife is in 
the state of purity (tuhr), i.e., when man says: "I divorce you, I divorce 
you, I divorce you."  The Hanafis believe that though this form of divorce 
is sinful and innovative, it is nevertheless valid and divorce will take 
place. According to the Hanafis, when triple divorce is pronounced, the 
wife will become totally alienated from the husband and he cannot 
remarry her.  She becomes haram (totally prohibited) for him, neither 
can he take her back nor can he go for fresh nikah with her. He can go for 
nikah with her only after she marries another person and that person 
divorces her on account of marital conflict or she becomes a widow.

Imam Shafi'i says this form of divorce is perfectly valid.  It is not 
innovation (bid'ah).  It is quite proper on the part of the husband to 
pronounce such a divorce.  No husband can be prevented from 
adopting a valid course.  Even Imam Ahmad Hanbal's position is the 
same as that of Imam Hanifa and Imam Malik.  Thus it 'seems that all 
major founders of four schools of jurisprudence accept the validity of 
triple divorce.’

The egregious practice that many Muslim men employ to divorce their 
wives instantaneously and without their consent, merely by uttering 
the word talaq thrice, was rendered legally invalid in Shamim Ara vs 
State of UP, 2002 and subsequent orders from various High Courts. But 
this has not stopped the practice; many Muslim women are unaware of 
the judgments or have had to accept such pronouncements owing to 
pressure from conservative sections. Many women have undergone 
severe trauma after being thrown out of their homes. Shayara Bano, one 
such victim of this arbitrary custom — not to speak of years of domestic 
violence, filed a Public Interest Litigation in the Supreme Court seeking 
ban on this practice. The conservative All India Muslim Personal Law 
Board that seeks to wield influence on questions of Muslim personal law 
has, predictably, found it an occasion to air its regressive views on the 
issue.

Can a Muslim man divorce his wife simply by repeating "I divorce 
you" three times? Yes. It is a controversial practice called the Talaq 
or "Triple-Talaq."
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In a counter-affidavit, the Board defended the practice in terms that are 
shocking even by its own standards. It claimed that the custom is a way 
out to avoid long-running court proceedings and that, in the absence of 
triple talaq, a husband may resort to murdering or burning alive his wife 
because of the time-consuming legal proceedings that might otherwise 
be involved. It further claimed that “Indian society is patriarchal”, and 
that “personal laws of all communities are aligned with the patriarchal 
notion”. It also defended the right to grant divorce to the husband alone, 
“Because men have greater power of decision making” and used a 
dubious line of argument on gender ratio to justify the practice of 
polygamy.

In truth, there is no sanction for the triple talaq in the Quran, which has 
laid down elaborate injunctions on divorce, in stark contrast to the 
immediate and irrevocable nature of the triple talaq. This practice has 
been either explicitly derecognised in Muslim-majority countries such as 
Indonesia, Iran and Tunisia or implicitly in countries such as Pakistan, 
which provides for a mandatory arbitration procedure after the 
pronouncement of talaq. 

The Supreme Court must not be swayed by the arguments put forth by 
the AIMPLB, which has held that “personal laws cannot be challenged”. 
Considering the clear and elaborately laid-down norms on marriage in 
the Quran, that grant equal rights to the husband and wife to pursue 
divorce proceedings and the right to equality guaranteed in the Indian 
Constitution, it is high time that the Supreme Court ruled this practice as 
illegal.

Does the petition come in conflict with Islamic principles?
The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, allows Indian 
Muslims to be governed by the Shariat (Islamic law), based on the Quran, 
in matters of personal law. In the absence of any codification even within 
the Quranic framework, however, the Shariat has been subject to 
interpretations by the Muslim clergy, who have held these practices as 
sacrosanct. But stating that Muslim women, merely by virtue of their 
gender and religion, are being denied their right to equal protection 
under law and protection from discrimination, Shayara's petition argues 
that talaq-e-bidat has no foundation in the Quran and that polygamy is 
not an integral part of Islam. It refers to several scholars who hold that in 
Islam, triple talaq is valid only if the three utterances are spread over a 
period of 90 days and after several attempts at reconciliation have failed.
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Have there been cases in the past that have raised similar questions?
While there have been several cases that have challenged matters of the 
Muslim personal law, Shayara's is the first to challenge it citing the 
fundamental rights guaranteed by the Indian Constitution. The petition 
invokes Articles 14, 15, 21 and 25 that deal with the right to Equality before 
Law, Protection against Discrimination on grounds of sex or religion, 
Protection of Life and Personal Liberty and Freedom of Religion 
Respectively. With special mention to Article 25, it holds that it merely 
protects religious faith and not practices that are against “public order, 
morality or health”. It, however, steers clear of invoking the argument of 
the Uniform Civil Code.

Who are the various parties involved in the legislation?
While the petition was originally filed by the lawyers of Shayara Bano, 
over the last several months, it has been clubbed with several other 
petitions, including those filed by a few other affected women. Muslim 
scholars such as Irfan Ali Engineer through his Centre for Study of Society 
and Secularism and several Muslim women's groups such as the Bharatiya 
Muslim Mahila Andolan (which has over 1 lakh members across 15 states) 
and Bebaak Collective (coalition of seven Muslim women groups across 
India) have also filed intervening petitions supporting Shayara's demand. 
Also, to join the fray is the All India Muslim Women Personal Law Board, 
which has in the past drafted its own Sharia Nikahnama that gives equal 
rights to men and women and repeatedly spoken against triple talaq.

The All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) has, however, decried 
all the groups that have spoken out in favour of reforming the Muslim 
personal law. The AIMPLB's affidavit opposes any attempts at 
interference by the Supreme Court in matters of religious and cultural 
rights. It states that triple talaq, in fact, saves women the ignominy of 
divorce proceedings that could otherwise damage her chances of re-
marriage and prevents the “murder of wives” at the hands of their 
husbands who may want to divorce them. It also backs polygamy on the 
grounds that “an unlawful mistress is more harmful for social fabric than a 
lawful second wife”.

Five Reasons, All India Muslim Personal Law Board is in Favour of Triple 
Talaq:
1. Triple talaq provides security to wife
Explaining the reasons for this, it says, “Marriage is a contract in which 
both the parties are not physically equal. Male is stronger and female 
weaker sex.
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Man is not dependent upon woman for his protection. On the contrary, 
she needs him for her defence. If there develops serious discord 
between the couple and husband does not at all want to live with her, 
legal compulsions of time consuming separation proceedings and 
expenses may deter him from taking the legal course. In such instances, 
he may resort to illegal, criminal ways of murdering or burning her alive.”
2. Women get killed when men don't have easy divorce
“Needless to add, a husband who does not fear God may do anything 
against his wife whom he hates. For only he is with her in the darkness of 
night. He has more chances of covering up his crime. Often do culprits 
get the benefit of doubt. This accounts for the rise in the cases of 
women being murdered and burnt alive”
3. Obtaining divorce from courts scandalizes women's character,    
 for men the damage is little
“Securing separation through court entails that the weaknesses of the 
opposite party be brought into public domain. Some moral failings are 
considered more scandalous for women in our society. For example the 
charge against a male that he
has loose conduct and temper may damage only a little of his prospects 
of remarriage. However, husband's same charge publicly against his 
wife about her loose character, may deprive her the chance of 
remarriage. She may be more harmed than benefitted by court 
proceedings.”
4. Obtaining divorce from courts “deters re-marriage” prospects
 of men, women
“Further, it is not unknown that securing separation through courts 
takes a long time; this further deters the re-marriage prospects of the 
parties. In addition to the above, in cases where serious discords 
develops between the parties and the husband wants to get rid of the 
wife, legal compulsions of time consuming separation proceedings and 
the high expenses of such a procedure may deter him from adopting 
such a course and in extreme cases he may resort to illegal criminal ways 
of getting rid of her by murdering her.”

5. Triple Talaq is sin, but 'valid and effective' form of divorce
“It is submitted that though pronouncement of Triple Talaq is 
considered to be a sin it is still a valid and effective form of divorce. In 
Islamic Jurisprudence many times an irregular or improper nature of an 
act does not affect the legal consequences of the Act. For instance, it is 
not lawful to appoint a sinner as a judge. However, if the state appoints a 
sinner as a judge and he passes a judgment, that judgment will be 
effective, provided it is within the limits of Sharia.”
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In March 2016, the Supreme Court had asked the Centre to make public a 
report by the high-level Pam Rajput committee on the status of women in 
India. The committee had sought a ban on gender discriminatory 
practices propagated by personal laws. However, that the Ministry of 
Law, finally filed its affidavit where it took a stand that personal laws, 
regardless of the fact that they are meant to preserve the plurality and 
diversity of the country, “must be examined in the light of the overarching 
goal of gender justice and dignity of women”. It has also asked for re-
examination of a 1952 Bombay High Court judgment that held that 
Article 13 of the Constitution doesn't cover personal laws. Article 13 
states that laws that are inconsistent with or in derogation of the 
fundamental rights are void. To drive in the point that such practices are 
not integral to Islam, the Union ministry gave detailed examples of 
personal law reforms in 10, mainly Muslim majority, countries. The union 
government's affidavit states, “Secularism being a hallmark of Indian 
democracy, no part of its citizenry ought to be denied access to 
fundamental rights, much less can any section of a secular society be 
worse off than its counterparts in theocratic countries, many of which 
have undergone reforms.”

Another case of a pregnant lady, Shagufta Shah, who was divorced in an 
instant and thrown out on the streets by her husband and in-laws. Police 
registered an FIR at the local police station while media crews spilled into 
the narrow byways of Nanauta village to report on Shagufta's attempt to 
fight the controversial practice of Triple Talaq for which she wrote to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for assistance.

Conclusion
Triple Talaq, happens not because of religion but, patriarchy and 
powerplay masquerading as religion. It is important that ordinary Muslim 
women and men are educated about the Quranic principles of justice and 
fairness concerning divorce. It is important that everybody learns about 
triple talaq being un-Quranic. Only then can these false notions 
manufactured by the conservative patriarchal bodies be exposed for 
what they are – un-Qurani and unjustified. Only then can the bluff of the 
so-called personal law boards, be called wrong, as is happening now.

Prevalence of triple Talaq is the most pre-eminent illustration of Legal 
Discrimination Against Indian Muslim women. The Hindu Marriage Act, 
1955; the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 and the consistent amendments to 
the Christian Marriage and Divorce Act which has been amended as 
recently as 2005, have enabled women from different communities to 
obtain legal justice to a considerable extent.
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The stone-walling of the reform by few orthodox Muslims have not 
allowed any improvement. As a result, Muslim women suffer in matters 
of Triple Talaq, Halala, polygamy, custody of children and inheritance 
despite highly just and favourable Quranic injunctions. The Uniform 
Civil Code is not the answer for these issues. Muslim women can get 
justice through a comprehensive reform in Muslim Personal Law based 
on the Quranic framework. This is permitted by the Constitution as well. 
The interference is from the patriarchs and not by the courts. In fact, the 
ordinary woman has to approach the courts because the clergy has 
consistently failed her.

Constitutionally speaking, it is clear that Triple Talaq is a gross violation 
of the rights of women citizens. The right to religious freedom applies 
equally to women and men. It nowhere gives male citizens the 
permission to oppress female citizens. Muslim women have been 
denied their Quranic rights owing to misinterpretations and 
interference of patriarchal orthodox bodies. We are confident that the 
courts will make this long-pending correction and give justice to the 
Muslim women of the country.
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Did Demonetization Achieve its End in
Curbing the Black Money?

Demonetization is the mechanism that has been enforced recently in 
India by Shri. Narendra Modi as a resort to the end of the Black Market in 
the Indian economy. This aforementioned enforcement has adverse 
effects in the economy which would be explained in detail in this 
submission.

To understand the adverse effects of demonetization in the Indian 
economy we must first understand the economic condition prevailing in 
India. 

Economic development of a state is successful only when every 
individual or citizen of the state is benefitted equally with regard to 
economic and social welfare. When we speak about Income Distribution 
in India, the degree of inequalities in the income distributions leads to 
the classification of society on the basis of class. As a result, the per 
capita income of the bottom group of the society is very small. No 
wonder many Indians are very poor. Thus the need for the Income Policy 
arises in the society, which can provide the limits to which the levelling 
down and levelling up need to be carried out. Where, levelling down 
refers to the strategies of Taxation, Accumulation of wealth in few hands 
and Existence of Public Sector and levelling up refers to the measures 
like various Schemes, Programmes of Unemployment, Policy for 
promoting small Industries, General policy of extending public utility 
service and the Policy of reducing the fast growing population.

In India, the income distribution is affected due to various reasons, like, 
Growth Factor, Highly unequal asset distribution, Inadequate 
employment generation and Differential rational growth.

In this process of Income Distribution, the major strategy that was used 
by Shri. Narendra Modi was the Command and Control (CAC) strategy, 
by enforcing demonetization in India.

As we all know, Demonetization refers to the “withdrawal of the status of 
1legal tender from a coin (etc.) and remove it from circulation”.  

Demonetization was enforced in India to achieve certain ends which was 
quite successful in the following ways:
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1. According to SBI (State Bank of India) more than 3 lakh crore
 was deposited in the bank during this period.
2. The money to create terror lying Terrorists, Maoists, Naxalites
 gone waste.
3. The circulation of fake currency came to an end in one stroke.
4. Banks have started mobile ATMs for Hospitals.
5. Government had started Jan Dhan scheme for financial
 inclusion purpose, but people were reluctant to keep money in
 the bank, but after demonetization, citizens are ready to involve
 in the banking network which led to the strengthening of the
 banking systems in India.
6. Lakhs of cases dealing with Money disputes were settled in one
 day in Lok Adalat.
7. Defaulters of bank, property tax, electricity bills, telecom bills
  are clearing their long pending bills.
8. Small vendors have started going digital forms of transactions
 and have started using applications like Paytm etc.
9. Business men are declaring their black money as income and
 paying advance tax.
10. Peace emerged again in Kashmir Valley due to demonetization.

The Command and Control strategy mandates the behaviour in law 
seems to be simple and direct and it also sets a clear specified target or 
ends. Demonetization, being similar to such a strategy, appears to be 
simple and direct and the aforementioned advantages of 
demonetization proves it to be beneficial for a positive change in the 
Indian economy but this won't prevail for a longer time as it has adverse 
effects too.

First to set a standard or to enforce certain mechanism, tremendous 
information is required and such enforcement is supposed to be efficient 
and cost less. But demonetization has proven to be costly and the steps 
taken were in a hurry without establishing the basic resources required 
for the process of demonetization and without considering the negative 
impact on the society.
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Inflation is one of such negative impact on the Indian Economy due to 
which customers are refraining from making any purchases except 
essential commodities. Activity in the real estate slowed down 
significantly which includes a lot of cash and undocumented 
transactions. Due to a high percentage of the value of the currency 
notes in circulation and re-monetization being slow, the supply of food 
items fell. 

The current demonetization has adversely affected the society. This 
move is only curbing the black wealth accumulated in the form of cash 
and leaving out a massive amount of black wealth converted in the form 
of gold, shares, foreign currency and other financial instruments away 
from the effects demonetization. There is a possibility that they can use 
multiple bank accounts in other names. They could redistribute their 
money in small parts, buy gold and convert local currency into foreign.

Black money is essentially income which is generated on the regular 
basis via unscrupulous means or accumulated unaccounted wealth to 
evade taxes among other reasons. This is a never ending process. In 
1978, the government led by Morarji Desai introduced the High 

2Denomination Bank Notes (Demonetisation) Act . The expectation at 
the time was that the black money to be estimated around 15-18% GDP 
but black money went up to 18-24% during 1983 – 84.

Regulation is not just creating a rule, it is also ensuring that this rule is 
sufficiently enforced. It is difficult to anticipate all the consequences of 
agent's behavioural responses to the regulation and this fact is proved 
by the thought of demonetization curbing the black money which isn't 
possible practically. Individual is the best – judge of his/welfare but here 
the concern is regarding the welfare of the public thus, there must be 
Co- regulation, i.e., it is the duty of an individual to self-regulate himself 
so as to stop corrupt practices and there must also be state control over 
such corrupt practices. Banning some activity, which is one of the 
Regulatory strategy, is efficient only when the pros and cons of such 
decision is understood and enforce it accordingly which the 
enforcement demonetization has failed to prove. According to my 
understanding about demonetization, the end of black market cannot 
be achieved until and unless there is Co-regulation in the society.

2https://indiankanoon.org
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1Modi and the Bourgeoisie

thNarendra Damodardas Modi, the 14  Prime Minister of the Republic of 
India took the nation by storm with an unprecedented wave of 
popularity. With him at the helm of the Bharatiya Janata Party's 2014 
general election campaign, the BJP was the first single party majority at 
the Lok Sabha since 1984.

The last time the Bharatiya Janata Party had a strong and respectable 
position, other than that of a moderately responsive and vehement 

2(this does not include Ms. Sushma Swaraj dancing at Rajghat)  
opposition it was during the tenure of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Vajpayee 
was an iconic BJP figure as well as being a triple term holding Prime 
Minister of the Nation! Under the NDA, he did engage both sides of the 
coin in terms of his policy, be it conducting nuclear tests or engaging 
Pakistan in peace talks, and successfully captured the attention of the 
demographic. His policy changes did kick up some dust, but they 
obviously passed muster augmented the NDA's images.These 
measures, however did not seem to be sufficient to ensure a fourth term 
for Vajpayee, IC 814 did not help much either. This was followed by the 
UPA I and UPA II taking power, and (try) leading the nation, marked by 
the making and unmaking of another vibrant Prime Minister. That, 
however, is a story for another day. 

The common man's objectified understanding of how politics works, at 
least in terms of policy is highly simplistic, given how their most basic 
understanding of politics is influenced by the ideals of Democracy, 
when, funnily enough, Democracy itself, (and NOT manifestos and 
political campaigns) in this nation was considered an “experiment” that 

3was “boldly undertaken” by the very framers of our own constitution!  
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The statement regarding “simplistic understanding of politics” when it 
comes to the common man desires to neither underscore nor 
disacknowledge the role of the average Indian voter, but seeks to 
emphasise the degree to which the common man can be swayed with 
electoral promises which the average Indian voter does not verify with on 
ground change and actual reality effected by policy change, but chooses 
to take to a superficial understanding of the nation's politics.    A true 
example of this can be seen with the NDA in their 2004 Lok Sabha 
Election campaign, where A B Vajpayee pushed ahead with the 'Shining 
India' campaign aggressively where it seemed to have alienated the 
bourgeoisie(read: Middle class) and poor voters. In this process, A B 
Vajpayee also tried to turn the tables and change the image of the BJP of 
being that of a, to put it lightly, a “temple” party to that of a more secular 
one, or rather one that could be relied on for greater inclusivity. But in 
doing so he as well as the Shining India campaign managed to blissfully 
do away with the RSS and RSS induced vote, a spell of doom that could 
not be recovered from even after boosting the Indian Rupee up to the 
third best performing currency in 2003, along with a $4.1 billion inflow 
into the Indian share market. In this scenario, the aggravated average 
Indian voter, in turn, turned the tables on the NDA and choose to affiliate 
with the Indian National Congress-led UPA I. With their campaign slogan 
of “Congress ka Haath, Aam Aadmi ka Saath”. The UPA and AB Vajpayee 
were chastised by the Bourgeoisie for apparently having shown a blind 
eye to the abject poverty which huge masses lived under, and glorified the 
success of 10 years' worth economic reforms brought about by the NDA 
whereas the Bourgeoisie themselves failed to note that a country that was 
liberalised and globalised so late after its inception needed this thrust in 
order to grow. Albeit much can be said about the Shining India campaign, 
the biggest critics of it being the Indian National Congress, they did not 
have an alternative to the campaign, neither did they justify the fact that 
the 1991 liberalisation under the government of P.V. Narasimha Rao hinged 
on similar principles of the Shining India Campaign.   This goes on to say 
as to how, in spite of the fact that the Shining India campaign was denied 
by the people, who chose to be in favour of the Congress, the Congress in 
itself, in 1991 set the stone rolling for the path which the NDA chose to 
work on !

Lest I digress, coming back to where Modi fits in here, in all of this. What is 
a standard political trend in India, when a party in the opposition in a 
governmental term comes into power in the succeeding one, it goes 
about swiftly and silently undoing the work of the previous government. 

Not surprisingly, Modi did get around to doing the same, when he 
unhinged the JnNURM.
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His government, however, replaced it with the AMRUT , which is based 
on the same ideas of the JnNURM, just with a few changes aimed at 
delivering higher utility to the Smart city mission and adding sanitation 
and cleanliness and digital accessibility, among others to the areas the 
program would aspire to reach and impact. BUT, these are things the 
public eye never sees. With massive credit flowing towards Modi for 
digitisation, everyone was perfectly happy forgetting that it was the 
NDA's Schemes (many, like JnNURM) that, in fact equipped Indian 
cities to encourage massive growth in sectors like public infrastructure, 
welfare housing, hunger alleviation, health and other by a targeted 
delivery of funds that had to be used effectively, efficiently and the 
same had to be proven to the centre by states and beneficiary 
government bodies for additional funds from the centre to take ahead 
projects. This process of incentivisation and staggered delivery of fund 
was a novel idea, and it was this novel idea that also paved the way to 
digital India and such campaigns. 

To the layman, the undecided yet average Indian voter, what were the 
metrics that polarized people, their opinions and their beliefs? Was it 
the desperation of the nation's people when it came to a scam-ridden, 
inflation-causing, corrupt government that was in denial with itself?  or 
was it just an issue instability within the corridors of power that led to an 
element of disconnect between the government and the electorate? As 
much and much more can be speculated about the circumstances 
under which the UPA came into power, but there is enough and more 
that can be gathered simply from the 2013 period when Modi was 
making news not only for his role in the BJP but also in Gujarat where he 
is publicised to have proven his mettle as an able member of a 
democratic government, ushering in good governance that has won 
the hearts of the electorate. Naturally, people began feeling that he 
would make a great candidate to contest for the post of the nation's 

4Bob the Builder , if you will. There was a dilemma, though, a classic 
dharm sankat. Why, you may ask? Because Modi had a flipside. He is 
dictatorial with strong communal tendencies. The fact that his cabinet 
is quite literally his set of minions and saffronisation is not curtailed 
creates problems that are obviously out of place in a secular and 
democratic nation like ours. Should we leave aside the flaws of the man 
and focus on the vision? Because that is what seems to have happened! 
In a nation where politics is a sham and government is actually 

5“gormint” , Modi's “more governance, less government” resonated with 
the young and aspiring middle class.
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Bringing into the play words like 'outcome' and 'accountability' he did 
reach out to a 'tired-of-this' populace that just wanted change, even 
though, at the time the national press was echoing Modi's anti-Muslim 
stance. They did not want an Indira who created change at the cost of 
subverting the pillars of democracy or a Rahul, who is far more affable 
than Modi. They wanted a Hercules, to take on a Sisyphean task, not 
realizing that they were being utopian at best!

What in Modi's current paradigm is causing problems that is leading to 
aversion in the Middle class? If anything, Modi is simply busying himself 
living up to poll promises and learning from the mistakes of the NDA and 
mopping up the mess left by the UPA.

Many people argue that the De-monetization misadventure cost the BJP 
dearly but the recent elections in UP prove otherwise. This misadventure 
was a costly one in terms of the costs to the public exchequer as well as 
the PR fiasco it created for the administration and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. This leads on to the larger question of the ambitious nature of 
governmental policies. 

The clear problem lies in two primary areas. The government's take when 
it comes to where and how it gets the money needed for ambitious and 
expensive schemes, as well as its vision.

The first area is quite literally tax terrorism. With Modi having 
predominantly right wing, has his policies and governance shifting to a 
more centrist orientation. Then again, Jaitley's recent budget has a 
socialist slant. The understandable focus was on helping rural India grow, 
(again, learning from the failure of BJP's 2004 run for government) and 
pushing up the agricultural sector, which hopelessly relied on the fickle 
monsoons for sustenance and viability. All this while crippling the local 
self-government system with budget cuts, going from 7,000 crores to 

696 croresn d increasing the power the central government has by 
making schemes that deliver directly to beneficiaries. With this he 
escalated social spending, and revamped the system of government one 
might wonder where the government will get the money from. This came 
around in the 2016 as well as 2017 budgets, which made it clear that Modi 
was not going to woo the middle-class but pile more taxes on them; 
Service tax, a far reaching one has been increased to 15%. The NDA 
refuses to pass on the crash in global oil prices to the consumer all that 
ensure that government coffers make policies viable.
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The NDA refuses to pass on the crash in global oil prices to the consumer 
all that ensure that government coffers make policies viable. The NDA 
and Raghuram Rajan's well publicised situation did not lighten the mood 
of the middle class either. Modi's aims in the short run are clear: he wishes 
to revamp the society and quality of life, as well as creating an economy 
that supports tremendous infrastructural growth, the benefits of which 
can only be seen in the long run. To offset this, he is wooing the poor, with 
various schemes that feign inclusivity, in order to secure a second term in 
office, where the long term impact will be felt, ensuring he has a position 
to prove his success. All of this, at the cost of the middle class, who were 
the biggest supporters of the Modi wave. Then again, he did get the 
nation to confront the problem of black money, all while forcing the 
nation's businessmen to purge themselves and go cashless, putting 
taxation on the upward spiral, with his popularity on a downward spiral. 

With his core Hindutva agenda raising its ugly head to a largely secular 
demographic, it leaves scores of young, job hungry, employable Indians 
who desire development at the outset of all government policy. Banning 
beef and glorifying temples is not exactly hitting the right chords with 
them. The saffronisation sees Modi neither discouraging the extremely 
rightist ideology of an ever growing RSS neither does he dethrone the 
RSS altogether, as he wishes to maintain the strong electoral base that 
the Sangh Parivar provides. The reality in this can be seen when he 
appoints people like Yogi Adityanath, who go as far as accusing Mother 
Theresa of being an agent who sought to “Christianise” India in the
position of the Chief Minister! This leads to a skew in policy as well as 
promises. As Modi focuses on achieving the development goals of the 
aggravated-at-UPA section of the middle class, few realize that he is 
creating an electoral strategy. He is cleverly achieving this by rallying in 
public for development and making news for the same whereas the 
ground reality has caste based equations that are dynamic to the region. 
He even tolerates soft polarization of electorate where it seems viable. 
This does seem like an effective poll strategy, getting more than a mere 
two birds with one shot but it also antagonizes the middle class who do 
not see much delivery for the poll promises made. At this point it seems 
as if the middle class, to him was just a means to an end. In the bigger 
picture, he is looking to create a whole new middle-class, the Neo-middle 
class, consisting of people who have been urbanized, the undecided 
swing voters who did not see through the reality and the loyal bases that 
will not deviate along with creating inclusivity for economic sectors that 
would not really belong but for the slew of social development schemes 
of the government. 
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Thus, it comes as no surprise, when Modi is on the verge of alienating an 
existing middle class, making use of the very metrics like caste, religion, 
and prosperity that the middle class used to carve a niche for themselves, 
all while creating a neo-middle class that not only leaves him with a vote 
bank but also a security blanket from alienation. 

The reality, however, might not evolve as easily or convincingly as 
speculation does. Let us hope that false promises were not the basis of 
yet another government as there are sufficient fixes that salvage the 
current electorate.  Or maybe, the worst is yet to come. 
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ಣ  ( ರತ) ೕ  

ಾಲ ಶ ದ ಗಭ ದ  ಭೂ ಾ  ಎಂಬ ಗ ಹವ  |

ಾಪದ ಈ ಜನಗ , ಾ ಾ  ಕರು ದಳು ||ಪ||

ಭೂ ಾ ಯ ಗ ಹದ ೂಂದು, ಾಲ ಾರತ ೕಶ ಂದು |
ಾಂ  ಸಮೃ ಗ ೂಡ , ಾ ಯು  ಾ ತಂತ  ||೧||

ಾ ಾರ ಾ  ಆಂಗ ೂ , ಬಂದ  ಾರತ  |

ಹು ಸುತ ಒಳಜಗಳಗಳನು , ಕ ದರು ಾ ತಂತ ಾ ||೨||

ಾಂ  ಎಂಬ ಮ ಾತ  ಬಂದು, ಾಗ ದ ಾದನಂದು |
ಅ ಂ  ನಮ  ಧಮ  ಎಂದು, ಾ ದನು ನಮ  ಜನ  ||೩||

ಾ ತಂತ ವನು ಕರು ದರಂದು, ಾಸ ತ ದ ಕ ಯ ಂದು |
ಹಗ ರುಳು ೂೕ ಾ  ಾವ , ಮ ದ ೕಧರ ೕಕರು ||೪||

ಅವರ ೂೕ ಾಟ  ಪ ವ , ಾರತಂತ  ಮು ಯನು  |

ಆಚ ಸು ವ  ವರುಷ ವರುಷವ , ಾ ತಂತ ದ ಹಬ ಾ ||೫||

ಆ ನ ೕ ಾ ವ  ಾವ , ನಮ  ೕಶವ ಎರಡು ೂೕಳು |
ಆ ನ  ಶುರು ಾ ತ ಾ , ನಮ  ಜನರ  ೂೕಳು ||೬||

ಧೂತ  ಾಜ ಾರ ಗಳು, ಮ ತರು ನ ಲ  ೂಳು |
ೕಳುವರು ಾ ಲ  ನಮ , ಆ ವ  ಾವ  ಅ ಾಥರು ||೭||
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ಅವರ ಾಗ ವ ಅನುಸ ದರು, ಮುಂ ಾ ೕ ಾ ಪ ಗಳು |
ಅವರ ಆ ೕಶ  ನ ವರು, ಈ ಾ ಅ ಾ ಗಳು ||೮||

ಲಸ ೕ  ಲಂಚ ೂ , ಪ ಶ  ೕ  ಮಂಚ ೂ  |

ಾವದಕೂ  ಏ ಾದರೂ ೂ , ಇದು  ಆ ತು ರೂ ಯೂ ||೯||

ಭ ಷ ಯ ಪರ ಾ ಾರ, ಾ ತು ಸ ಾ ಾರ |

ಭ ಷ ರು ಾ  ದ , ಸುಖದ ಸುಪ ಯ  ||೧೦||

ದುಷ  ಾಜ ಾರ ಗಳು, ಅಟ ಾಸ  ಯು ರಲು |
ಮಟ  ಾಕು ದ  ಎನು ತ, ಹು ೂಂ ತು ಂ ಯು ||೧೧||

ೂೕ  ೂೕದ ಜನರು ೂ , ಶರಣು ೂ ದರು ನಯ- ನಯ  

ಬಳಸುತ  ಾ ಲ  ಈಗ, ಾರು ೂೕದರು ೂೕ  ||೧೨||

ಮದು  ಗುಂಡು ೂ  ಾಂಬು, ೂ  ದ ೂೕ ಗ  ಇಂಬು |
ಮ ತರು ಅಂ  ಅ ಂ ಯ, ಯ ಾ ತು ಂ ಯು ||೧೩||

ಅದರ ಫಲ ೕ ಾವ  ಇಂದು, ಾಣು ರು ವ  ಂದು ಮುಂದು |
ಾಗ ೕ  ಮೃತು  ಭಯವ , ಾಜ ಾರ  ಹ ಯು ||೧೪||

ದ  ೂ ಲ  ಇದ , ಾರತವ  ೂ ಲ  ಇದ  |

ಂ  ಸು  ಅ ಂ ಯ, ಯುವದು ಅ ಾಯ ೕ ||೧೫||
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